
The Most Shocking Upset Of The 2024 Men’s March 
Madness Tournament: Oakland Defeats Kentucky

In what is possibly 
the most shocking up-
set that we will see over 
the course of the entire 
2024 NCAA Men’s Bas-
ketball March Madness 
tournament, the Oak-
land Golden Grizzlies, 
the 14th-seed, beat the 
third-seeded Kentucky 
Wildcats with an 80-76 
win. This win marked the 
first March Madness vic-
tory in Oakland Mens 
Basketball history since 
2011, ending their 13-
year drought. Kentucky, 
a team adorned with po-
tential NBA talent and 
led by the veteran John 
Calipari, found them-
selves trailing and unable 
to catch up for most of 
the night. The entire Oak-
land team played a near-
ly flawless game right up 
until the buzzer, but one 
player stood out among 
them. Jack Gohlke, a 
graduate transfer from 
Hillsdale College — a Divi-
sion II basketball school 
— was the star of the 
night, showcasing a per-

formance that outshone 
the many NBA pros-
pects that played in that 
game. Standing at 6 foot 
3 inches, Gohlke scored 
a career-high 32 points, 
which were primarily 
from his ten 3-pointers, 
nearly breaking the NCAA 
Tournament single-game 
3-point record. In addi-
tion to Gohlke, the Hori-
zon League Player of the 
Year Trey Townsend con-
tributed 17 points, and 
DQ Cole’s clutch 3-point-
er in the final minutes of 
the game sealed the vic-
tory for Oakland.

Oakland’s victory was 
rooted in a season-long 
belief that they could 
compete with any team, 
regardless of the oppo-
nent’s reputation. This 
confidence was palpa-
ble from the start of 
the game, as Gohlke’s 
3-point shooting gave 
Oakland some early mo-
mentum. Despite Ken-
tucky’s attempts to shut 
down his 3-point shot 
with a box-and-one de-
fense, Oakland was able 
to adapt and center the 
offense around getting 
him an open shot. This 

quick flexibility allowed 
a steady stream of points 
to come from behind 
the arc, eventually giving 
them the win. 

Although Oakland’s 
upset over Kentucky 
most likely shattered the 
vast majority of brack-
ets across the country, 
Gohlke’s journey from 
a Division II player to 

being a star in the 2024 
NCAA tournament, and 
Oakland’s upset as a 
whole, is the epitome of 
March Madness. For un-
derdog teams like Oak-
land, March Madness is 
not just about compet-
ing; it’s about seizing the 
moment, defying expec-
tations, and making their 
name known on the na-

tional stage. Even though 
Oakland was later defeat-
ed by another underdog 
team, NC State, their win 
against a basketball pro-
gram as strong and well-
known as Kentucky will 
go down as one of the 
most electrifying upset 
performances in recent 
March Madness memory. 

ZACH GODSEY

Accountability In The NBA: Should Referees Face Punishment For Mistakes?

If you’re an avid NBA 
fan, or even just a sports 
fan in general, nothing 
pains you more than a 
missed call by a referee 
in the crucial f inal min-
utes of a game. And when 
that missed call eventu-
ally leads to your team’s 
loss, you would be livid.  

In the game of basket-
ball, NBA referees wield 

a lot of power. They call 
fouls, declare technical 
fouls, eject players, and 
often, these calls are 
personal. The famous 
“beef ” in the NBA is not 
between a player and an-
other player or between 
a coach and a player, for 
that matter. It is between 
Warriors guard Chris Paul 
and referee Scott Foster. 
Paul has a playoff record 
of 3-17 when Foster offi-
ciates, with one instance 

taking place last year. 
During a game between 
the Los Angeles Lakers 
and the Boston Celtics, 
LeBron James went up 
for a layup at the end of 
regulation. He missed 
the layup, except he got 
fouled. James knew it, the 
player who fouled knew 
it, the fans, the broad-
casters, everyone except 
for the referees. The Lak-
ers went on to lose the 
game in overtime. Later, 

however, it was discov-
ered that the chief ref-
eree of the game, Eric 
Lewis, exercised bias 
throughout the game. His 
wife’s twitter account 
was f looded with photos 
of Celtics jerseys and 
players. Coincidence? 
I think not. Apart from 
these, there are so many 
instances of referees “ru-
ining” the game with a 
terrible call, too many to 
even list them all. 

The NBA previously 
said in a press confer-
ence that the league pun-
ishes its players privately. 
But some fans, including 
me, believe this is not 
enough. If the referees 
have as much account-
ability for the result of 
the game as the players 
do, should they not also 
be punished? The NBA 
loves f ining its players, 
coaches, and teams, in-
cluding one hundred 
thousand dollars for vio-
lating league injury rules, 
35,000 dollars for com-
plaining about the ref ’s 
post-game, and another 
40,000 dollars for com-
plaints about the officiat-
ing. Why can’t the league 
do this to the refs, too?  

So, what are the solu-
tions? The NBA can start 
f ining their referees for 
missing crucial calls in 
the last minutes of the 
game. Although the f ines 
won’t be as expensive as 
those of the players, the 
threat of the f ine alone 

would tremendously ben-
efit the quality of play in 
the league. Another solu-
tion is to make post-game 
reports on every game. 
This would allow trans-
parency in the league and 
easier ways of punishing 
these referees. Through 
transparency, referees 
would be refrained from 
exercising bias in their 
calls. A f inal solution 
would be to send these 
coaches to the G-league, 
the minor league of the 
NBA. This would allow 
them, like players, to be 
able to officiate and take 
part in games based on 
performance, similar to 
how players do. 

Ultimately, as NBA 
fans, we should acknowl-
edge that NBA referees 
are all human and make 
mistakes. However, that 
is not to say that they 
should go unpunished. 
But when the referees 
are biased and are miss-
ing egregious plays be-
cause of personal rea-
sons, causing the game 
to change in drastic 
ways, that is a problem 
that must be dealt with. 
For the integrity and the 
beauty of the league, the 
NBA must f ind better 
ways to increase the lev-
el of proficiency of their 
referees.

TEO CHOI

Trae Young (Atlanta Hawks guard) complains to the referee during a win against the Los Angeles Lakers.

Jack Gohlke, Oakland’s primary shooter, was lights out all game for the Golden Grizzlies.
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Is Something Sketchy Going On With Shohei Ohtani?

Ohtani is one of the 
best players in baseball 
right now. Back in 2018, 
Shohei Ohtani came over 
from the Japanese Base-
ball Leagues to the Los 
Angeles Angels, marking 
the beginning of what 
could become the great-

est career of all time. Still 
learning english, Ohtani 
brought his interpreter, 
Ippei Mizuhara, with him. 
The two had been friends 
for years and knew each 
other very well. Howev-
er, over the next couple 
of years, Mizuhara be-
gan placing large bets 
on Southern California 
bookmaker Mathew Boy-
er’s account. By early 
2023, Mizuhara’s bets 

had exceeded four mil-
lion dollars, and, finding 
himself in a heap of trou-
ble, began asking Ohtani 
for help paying off his 
debts. Ohtani’s name ap-
pears on two transfers 
to Mizuhara’s account, 
both more than one mil-
lion dollars and under the 
purpose of a loan. While 
this may seem like a story 
of a man with a danger-
ous gambling addiction, 

it is actually incredibly il-
legal: while Mizuhara was 
addicted, it does not ex-
cuse the illegal activities.

 Shohei has been based 
in California since 2018. 
California prohibits any 
kind of sports betting. In 
addition, the MLB strict-
ly prohibits any player or 
employee from betting 
on any sport. Pete Rose, 
the greatest contact 
hitter of them all, was 
banned from baseball 
for sports betting. These 
rules are in place to pro-
hibit players from pur-
posely performing badly 
to make money. Almost 
all of the 1919 Chicago 
White Sox were perma-
nently banned because 
they fixed the World 
Series to make money 
off of their bets. Even if 
Mizuhara was not betting 
on baseball, his danger-
ous habits were large-
ly against the stringent 
betting rules of the MLB. 
The Los Angeles Dodgers 
were quick to fire Mizu-
hara. 

The scandal gets 
worse: the money used to 
pay off the bets came di-
rectly from Shohei’s bank 
account. Ohtani want-
ed to help out his close 

friend, so he paid off the 
hefty debts. End of sto-
ry, right? Mizuhara was 
fired - the scandal was 
over. But people are not 
so sure whether or not 
Ohtani is innocent. Not 
all the facts surrounding 
the bets were released. 
Some believe that Mizu-
hara covered for Ohtani, 
while others believe 
Ohtani used Mizuhara 
as a scapegoat. I believe 
that that is nonsense. Of 
all the players in base-
ball, Ohtani has shown 
the most respect to his 
opponents, to his man-
agement, to his fellow 
players, and to his fans. 
One can only keep up an 
act for so long, and it is 
safe to say that Ohtani 
is not acting. Few people 
like him come around, 
and accusing him of such 
blasphemy is simply a 
way that people who are 
upset at his greatness try 
to get back at him - end 
of story. Shohei’s friend 
made a mistake, Shohei 
tried to help out and be a 
good friend. 

SEBASTIÁN VERMUT

Shohei Ohtani with interpreter Ippei Mizuhara at an introductory press conference on December 14 at 
Dodger Stadium in Los Angeles.

Jannik Sinner Defeats Daniil Medvedev To Win 2024 Australian Open

Scintillating is a word 
commonly used by ten-
nis commentators. It re-
fers to something that is 
sparkling, something em-
anating a brilliant light. 
At 22 years old, Jannik 
Sinner is living that word, 
embodying its essence as 
he dominates the world 
of tennis. His potential 
is seemingly limitless; 
he has a vice grip on the 
sport already, his com-
manding groundstrokes 
proving nearly impossi-
ble to play against for any 
opponent. 

However, Sinner was 
not always such a domi-
nant tennis player. In fact, 
he was not even a tennis 
player to begin with. Hail-
ing from San Candido, 
Italy, his first love was 
skiing. The Alps were his 
backyard, and he began 
to compete from a young 
age. At eight years old, he 
became the Italian Na-
tional Slalom Ski cham-
pion. He soared down the 
mountain, outpacing the 
rest of the competition 
(not unlike his current 
tennis game). Despite his 
dominance on the moun-
tain, his thrill for skiing 
had been overcome by 
fondness and talent on 
the tennis court. It was 
then that Sinner had de-
termined that tennis was 

his passion. He resolved 
to turn pro, earning a 
scholarship at Ricardo 
Piatti’s tennis academy 
in order to realize his 
dream.

Since he turned to 
professional tennis in 
2018, his game has con-
tinually evolved into the 
complete power player 
that he is today. He has 
flown through the rank-
ings. At the start of 2019, 
Sinner sat at a meager 
553rd in the world. By the 
end of 2020, he had risen 
up to 37th. He now sits 
at second in the world, 
fresh off an absolute-
ly stellar performance 
at the Australian Open. 
It was the youngster’s 
first Grand Slam, a mon-
umental achievement in 
the tennis world. Sinner 
tore through the start of 
the tournament without 
dropping a single set. He 
annihilated big names 
such as world number 15 
Karen Khachanov, as well 
as world number five An-
drey Rublev. It was in the 
semi-finals, however, that 
many believed his myth-
ical run was to cease. He 
was to play one of the 
greatest, if not the great-
est, tennis players to have 
ever lived: Novak Djokov-
ic. Not only is Djokovic a 
legend of the sport, but 
also a ten-time champion 
in Australia.

Refusing to back down 
from the occasion, Sin-

ner began to play abso-
lutely sublime tennis. 
His forehand shredded 
Djokovic’s signature de-
fense, leaving the Serbi-
an to question whether 
anything could have even 
been done against the 
Italian maestro. He dis-
patched Djokovic in four 
sets, forcing him to a tie-
break in the only set that 
Djokovic managed to win 
against Sinner. 

The finals proved far 
tougher for the wonder-
kid. He faced Daniil Med-
vedev, the favorite apart 
from Djokovic to win the 

tournament. Although 
Sinner went toe to toe 
with the Russian at every 
point, Medvedev soon 
found himself at a com-
fortable two-set lead. Sin-
ner, however, would not 
allow anyone to halt his 
drive to win. Turning on 
the afterburners, Sinner 
began to hammer his sig-
nature forehand, crack-
ing Medvedev’s cool 
composure. Relentless, 
he put his all into every 
single shot. He fought. 
And ultimately, he won. 
He was able to rebound 
from the deficit and ulti-

mately collapse onto the 
court as his winning pre-
decessors had done be-
fore him.

Sinner has now 
achieved the holy grail of 
tennis, a Grand Slam, and 
doesn’t seem to be lim-
iting himself to just Aus-
tralia. Since his victory in 
Melbourne in January, he 
has not slowed down at 
all, setting his sights on 
the future. He is a scintil-
lating talent eager to play 
against the best and to 
win against the best.

ISAAC TIOMKIN

Jannik Sinner holding up his Australian Open trophy.
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The Arizona Sun Dev-
ils won their first-ever 
NCAA Men’s Swimming 
Championship title, scor-
ing 523.5 points, followed 
by the Cal Bears and the 
Florida Gators. “Arizo-
na State’s team was cut 
in 2008,” Swim Report-
er Kyle Sockwell posted 
on his Instagram. “Now, 
in 2024, they’re National 
Champions. Unbeliev-
ably proud to be an ASU 
alum today.” He’s right. 
In 2008, Arizona State 
University cut the swim-
ming program, but it was 
saved and brought back 
through fundraisers held 
by swimmers, alumni, 
and coaches. In 2015, 
ASU hired Bob Bowman, 
a name that many recog-
nize as the swim coach 
of the Legendary Michael 
Phelps. Nine years later, 
the Sun Devils have pro-
pelled themselves to be 
one of the greatest col-
legiate swim programs of 
all time, winning seven of 
the 18 swimming events 
and breaking three NCAA 
records. Led by the swim-
ming phenomenon Leon 
Marchand, the team is 
composed of world-class 
swimmers like Hubert 
Kós Ilya Kharun, Jonny 
Kulow, Jack Dolan, and 
Zalan Sarkany. March-
and earned an NCAA ti-
tle every single time he 
touched the water, ex-
cept the 200-medley re-
lay on night one. He es-
tablished records in the 
500-free, 200-free (later 
broken by Luke Hobson), 

200-breast, 400-medley 
relay, and 400-free relay. 

Every event has some-
thing to be talked about. 
From the 1650 to the 100 
breast, the fields were all 
stacked with the fastest 
short-course swimmers 
in the world. Below, I will 
analyze a few of the fast-
est swims of the meet:

200-Medley Relay:

Let’s be honest: We all 
thought ASU was going to 
sweep the relays. Com-
ing in as the NCAA Re-
cord holders, set just two 
weeks prior at the PAC 
12 Championships, ASU 
seemed unstoppable in 
their peak form and con-
dition. The second seed, 
Florida Gators, came in 
with a 1:21.66, over a sec-
ond slower than the ASU. 
Yet in finals, the Florida 
Gators dropped over 
one and a half seconds to 
win the event at an NCAA 
record-breaking time 
of 1:20.15, with Adam 
Chaney splitting 20.29, 
Julian Smith splitting 
22.55, Josh Liendo going 
the second fastest split 
of all time 18.97, and Ma-
guire McDuff anchoring 
at an 18.34. ASU placed 
second, going their seed-
ed time of 1:20.55 again. 
Surprisingly, no one 
broke the 20-second bar-
rier on the backstroke 
leg, with Aiden Hayes 
being the closest, going 
20.07. The breaststroke 
leg was highlighted by 
the five-year Cal swim-
mer Liam Bell, who went 
a blazing 22.25. As men-
tioned before, Josh Lien-

do went the second fast-
est fly split of all time, 
going 18.97, behind Jor-
dan Crook’s 18.90 set last 
year. McDuff ’s 18.34 held 
off ASU’s Kulow, the only 
swimmer in the field go-
ing under the 18-second 
mark at 17.94.

500-Free:

Wow. Many of us are 
still questioning: did 
that really just happen? 
Did Marchand really just 
swim a 4:02 500-yard free-
style, four seconds faster 
than the second perform-
er of all time? Coming 
out of an amazing PAC-
12 Championships in 
Federal Way, Washing-
ton, Marchand already 
held the NCAA record in 
this event, with a time 
of 4:06.18. However, his 
performance was noth-
ing close to the swim we 
saw on night two of the 
NCAA Championships. 
The field had some other 
notable names, including 
Luke Hobson, Jake Maga-
hey, and Gabriel Jett, but 
all eyes were on March-
and. Marchand went out 
a 21.09, more than a full 
second ahead of every-
one else in the field. His 
200 split was 1:33.12, fol-
lowed by a 1:57.94 at the 
two hundred mark. His 
legs gave out a little to-
ward the end of the race, 
yet he still destroyed 
the NCAA record with 
a 4:02.31. Hobson came 
in second at 4:06.93, fol-
lowed by Magahey at 
4:07.12.

200-Free: 

The 200-free really 
started on night one of 
the finals, in the final two 
heats of the 800-free re-
lay. Hobson opened up 
the meet with a lead-off 
split of 1:29.13, breaking 
Dean Farris’s 200-free re-
cord from 2019. March-
and, in the heat right 
after, responded with a 
1:28.97, breaking the not-
e v e n - t e n - m i n u t e s - o l d 
NCAA record while also 
becoming the first swim-
mer ever to go sub-1:29. 
Two nights later, Hobson 
made one of the craziest 
comebacks in collegiate 
swim history. In prelims, 
Hobson touched first at 
a 1:29.75, just a little over 
his relay split. Jack Alexy 
touched second, going a 
best time of 1:30.38, fol-
lowed by Jordan Crooks 
at 1:30.41. The field for 
the final was stacked, 
with six of the eight A-fi-
nalists all going sub 1:31. 
Alexy took it out the fast-
est, going 43.31 at the 
hundred mark, with Hob-
son close behind, going 
43.36. Alexy’s back half, 
however, was no match 
for Hobson, and Hobson 
split a 45.54 on his second 
100 to finish the race at a 
blistering time of 1:28.81. 
That was huge points for 
the Texas Longhorns, and 
Hobson reclaimed his 
NCAA record while be-
coming the second per-
former in history to go 
under 1:29.

400-Free Relay:

The 400-free relay 
has always been one of 
the most exciting rac-
es to watch at the NCAA 

Championship. It sits as 
the competition’s final 
event and caps off the 
short course season for 
all collegiate swimmers. 
The highlight of the race 
was the race between 
Marchand, Liendo, and 
Crooks on the lead-off 
leg. Marchand proved his 
versatility by going 40.28, 
which would have been 
second in the 100-free-
style individual event. 
Crooks also went a life-
time best, going 40.39, 
just two-tenths behind 
Marchand. The race end-
ed with a battle between 
Kulow and McDuff, with 
Kulow ultimately taking 
the win for the Sun Dev-
ils in a record-breaking 
time of 2:43.40. This time 
shaved off over half a sec-
ond from the previous 
records, set just a year 
ago by the Florida Ga-
tors (2:44.07) at the 2023 
NCAA Championships.

Year after year, the 
NCAA Championships 
stand as a beacon of 
growth and evolution in 
the sport of swimming. 
The relentless hard work 
and dedication of ath-
letes like Marchand and 
Hobson show just how 
far athletes can push the 
boundaries of the sport. 
As the NCAA continues 
to captivate audiences 
and inspire future gen-
erations of swimmers, it 
serves as a testament to 
the enduring popularity 
of the sport while also 
signaling a promising tra-
jectory for its continued 
growth and success in 
the years to come.

2024 Men’s NCAA Swimming and Diving Championship Recap

JAY WEI

The ASU Sun Devils celebrate their first-ever NCAA Men’s Swimming and Diving Championships, led by the legendary Coach Bob Bowman.
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In February 2024, a 
bombshell announce-
ment was dropped on the 
Formula 1 (F1) paddock. 
Lewis Hamilton, seven 
time world champion, 
widely regarded as the 
greatest F1 driver of all 
time, was ditching Mer-
cedes, with whom he had 
won six of his seven ti-
tles, to make a shocking 
switch to Scuderia Fer-
rari. Why was Hamilton 
doing this? As we soon 
came to find out, Mer-
cedes’s 2024 car was far 
from perfect. Although 
initially, hopes were high 
for the Brackley-based 
team’s W15 car, it quick-
ly became obvious that 
the car simply did not 
have enough pace. Poor 
results followed for both 
of the team’s drivers, 
making Hamilton’s daring 
switch more understand-
able throughout the race. 

This decision rocked 
the entire paddock. Ham-
ilton has been with Mer-
cedes since 2013, and 
has until recently, main-
tained his desire to finish 
his career with the team. 
However, a recent string 
of poor cars and slow 
development has finally 
forced Hamilton to leave. 
In search of his elusive 
eighth title, he has final-
ly given up on his team. 
As a result, the 2025 driv-
er market is completely 
wide open. As Hamilton 
replaced Carlos Sainz, he 
no longer has a seat for 
2025, despite being the 
only driver other than 
the indomitable Max Ver-
stappen to win a race in 
the past 20 races. So, let’s 
go through each team, 
and I’ll go through my 
picks for their 2025 driv-
er lineup. We’ll do this in 
the constructor’s cham-
pionship order from last 
season.

Red Bull:
Max Verstappen and 

Carlos Sainz 

It’s pretty clear that 
Sergio Perez is no longer 
the race-winning driver 
he once was. Although 
his recent upturn in per-
formance has displayed 
some of his prowess, he 
is nowhere near his team-
mate, and in an era where 
the competition can only 
become more competi-
tive, Red Bull must secure 
a better driver. I believe 
Carlos Sainz will replace 
Perez at Red Bull, remak-

ing the 2015 Toro Rosso 
driver lineup. As for Ver-
stappen, there’s really 
no reason to leave. His 
recent string of wins and 
championships has pro-
pelled him up the ranks 
alongside the top driv-
ers in the sport’s history, 
and despite the Christian 
Horner controversy, he 
will decide to stay and at-
tempt to win even more 
world titles. 

Mercedes:
George Russell and 

Fernando Alonso

Fernando Alonso is a 
two-time world champi-
on who has been search-
ing for a third-world 
title since 2006. He is 
renowned for his awful 
team decisions, such as 
his fabled partnership 
with the atrocious mid-
2010’s McLaren Honda. 
However, after an up-
swing towards the end 
of 2024, and with future 
prospect Kimi Antonel-
li still not ready for the 
big show, Toto Wolff and 
Mercedes decided to 
sign the two-time cham-
pion in hopes of bringing 
the fight to Ferrari and 
Red Bull. George Russell 
continues to stay put 
and gets to fight another 
world champion for his 
troubles, with the hope 
Mercedes can deliver a 
better car for his prime 
years. 

Ferrari :
Lewis Hamilton and 

Charles Leclerc

This driver lineup is 
already confirmed, so 
there isn’t any predicting 
to be done here. The man 
from Monaco, Charles 
Leclerc, 2022 F1 Drivers 
Championship runner-up, 
gets to fight 2008, 2014, 
2015, 2017, 2018, 2019, 
and 2020 F1 world cham-
pion Lewis Hamilton. Fer-
rari produces a powerful 
car, allowing the pair to 
challenge for a world title 
with the likes of Verstap-
pen and Sainz. 

McLaren:
Lando Norris and Os-

car Piastri

This driver lineup is 
also confirmed, with 
Norris and Piastri signed 
through at least 2027. The 
pair looks to continue 
the strong work made on 
their car midway through 
the 2023 season, propel-
ling them back to cham-
pionship contenders. 

Aston Martin:

Alex Albon and Felipe 
Drugovich

With Fernando Alonso 
departing for Mercedes, 
team owner Lawrence 
Stroll must pivot quickly 
and sign the talented Wil-
liams driver, Alex Albon. 
Albon consistently plac-
es his Williams into the 
points despite it being a 
very slow car relative to 
stronger teams, making 
him a great candidate 
for a team looking to 
ascend into champion-
ship contention. To pair 
with Albon, Lawrence 
Stroll must finally part 
ways with his son, Lance 
Stroll, who finally leaves 
F1 to compete in endur-
ance racing. For his re-
placement, Aston Martin 
called up their reserve 
driver and Formula 2 (F2) 
champion, Felipe Dru-
govich. He has proven he 
has the pace, and Aston 
rewarded him with a full-
time F1 seat. 

Alpine:
Esteban Ocon and Ser-

gio Perez

For the French-based 
Alpine, Pierre Gasly has 
departed in favor of 2023 
runner-up Sergio Pe-
rez. Despite his lack of 
race-winning pace, Perez 
is still a high-caliber driv-
er and is highly regarded 
enough to earn a spot 
at Alpine for 2025. Per-
sonally, I think there is a 
high likelihood that Perez 
would retire if dropped 
by Red Bull, but there’s 
certainly a chance he 
stays for revenge, hop-
ing Alpine develops a 
better car for 2025. As 
his teammate, I’ve gone 
for the Frenchman Esta-
ban Ocon to remain with 
the team, as he has done 
since 2020. 

Williams:
Liam Lawson and Pierre 

Gasly

With Alex Albon’s de-
parture and the loss of 
struggling young Ameri-
can Logan Sargeant, Wil-
liams has two new drivers 
for 2025. The young pros-
pect from New Zealand, 
Liam Lawson, has decid-
ed to part ways with the 
toxic Red Bull junior 
academy in favor of the 
once-dominant Williams 
racing team. He part-
nered with former Alpine 
driver Pierre Gasly, who 
is looking for a better 
teammate and car. 

Visa Cash App RB:
Yuki Tsunoda and Ayu-

mu Iwasa

Due to Daniel Ricciar-
do’s recent struggles, 
he is forced out of Red 
Bull and replaced with 
Japanese talent Ayumu 
Iwasa to form a powerful 
all-Japanese driver line-
up for 2025. Red Bull has 
shown zero interest in 
promoting Tsunoda to a 
drive at the top team and 
has recently expressed a 
desire to pair their young 
drivers with more expe-
rienced veterans. As Tsu-
noda has now driven for 
VCARB for four seasons, 
I’d say he qualifies as an 
experienced veteran ca-
pable of mentoring his 
countryman Iwasa. 

Sauber:
Theo Pourchaire and 

Valtteri Bottas

This is my sleeper sur-
prise pick, as I’ve gone 
for another entirely new 
driver lineup for the Sau-
ber team. Their talent-
ed reserve driver, Theo 
Pourchaire, finally finds 
his long-awaited oppor-
tunity in Formula 1, re-

placing the disappointing 
Guanyu Zhou. In addition, 
Valtteri Bottas remains 
on the team to mentor 
the young driver as the 
team prepares to trans-
form into Audi for the 
2026 season. 

Haas:
Oliver Bearman and 

Nico Hulkenberg

For Haas, I’ve gone with 
Oliver Bearman and Nico 
Hulkenberg. Unfortunate-
ly, the ship has sailed for 
the once-promising Nico 
Hulkenberg, and despite 
his rapid qualifying pace, 
he has found no better al-
ternative but to remain at 
Haas for the 2025 season. 
In replacement of Kevin 
Magnussen, Haas looks 
to the young Brit Oliver 
Bearman, who showed 
significant promise in his 
first race at Ferrari (re-
placing Carlos Sainz, who 
needed his appendix re-
moved). Because Haas is 
a Ferrari customer team, 
they have a strong rela-
tionship with Ferrari and 
look to nurture the young 
driver as he prepares to 
replace Lewis Hamilton 
after he retires potential-
ly. 

These were my 2025 
F1 driver lineup predic-
tions, I hope you enjoyed 
it. As always, leave me any 
comments if you don’t 
agree with my ideas. 

The 2025 Formula 1 “Silly” Season Begins

BRANDON HORNE

Future 2025 Ferrari driver Lewis Hamilton speaks with Ferrari team principal Fred Vasseur.
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Is the Harry Kane Curse Real?

“You can take the man 
out of Tottenham, but 
you can’t take the Tot-
tenham out the man.” 
A common phrase sur-
rounding England Inter-
national Harry Kane. To-
day, he has gained more 
attention on social me-
dia after Bayern Munich 
lost to Dortmund on 
March 30th, lengthening 
the gap between Bayern 
and Leverkusen to 13 
points. Harry Kane looks 
to miss out on another 
trophy after 15 years, 
but how did he get here?

History at Tottenham
	 Harry Kane is 

arguably the best Tot-
tenham Hotspur play-
er of all time, with 213 
goals in 317 appear-
ances. He made his 
professional debut for 
the club in 2009 and re-
mained there until 2023. 
His goal-scoring prow-
ess, however, did not re-
sult in a single title for 
the club. In his time at 
Spurs, he encountered 
a multitude of chances 
to win some silverware 
but could not quite get 
it over the finish line. 
His first chance at glo-
ry came in 2015 via the 
League Cup final but lost 
to Chelsea 2-0. Spurs 
then were in a race for 
the Premier League in 
2016 against Leicester, 
in which they started 

losing important match-
es at the end of the sea-
son and finished third. 
This was then followed 
by two consecutive 
semi-final appearanc-
es in the 2017 and 2018 
FA Cup and a semi-final 
loss to Croatia in the 
World Cup in 2018. Then 
came a heart-breaking 
loss to Liverpool in the 
2019 Champions League 
final, followed by a 2-0 
loss in the 2021 League 
Cup Final. Then came 
arguably the team’s 
greatest loss, losing on 
penalties to Italy in the 
2020 Euro Final. He has 
won the Premier League 
Golden Boot 3 times 
and the PFA Player of 
The Year award twice, 
but never won anything. 
After years of near wins, 
he decided to move to 
Germany in 2023, but 
this is when the Har-
ry Kane curse really 
spurred into reality.

Season at Bayern Mu-
nich

	 Harry Kane 
joined Bayern Munich 
at the start of the 2023-
2024 season. He joined 
a Bayern team that has 
won the Bundesliga for 
11 years straight, with 
Dortmund last winning 
the trophy in 2012. The 
Bayern Munich domi-
nance doesn’t stop at 
the league, as they have 
won the DFB Pokal and 
the Champions League 
numerous times. Kane’s 

first game for Bayern 
came against RB Leipzig 
in the Supercup, where 
they lost 3-0 on a disap-
pointing day for Kane 
and the team. Many 
thought that he would 
surely win his first 
league title with Bayern, 
but an unexpected turn 
of events happened. 
Bayer Leverkusen and 
their new coach, Xabi 
Alonso, have been ab-
solutely on fire this sea-
son. They haven’t lost a 
single match in all com-
petitions this season 
and have beaten and 
drawn Bayern the two 
times they faced. Bay-
ern themselves have not 
been at their best form 

and have just helped 
Bayer Leverkusen to 
keep widening the gap 
between first and sec-
ond place. Now, it al-
most seems a guarantee 
that Bayer Leverkusen 
will win the league, as 
they only need three 
wins in the last seven 
games to seal the deal. 
Bayern Munich was also 
knocked out of the DFB 
Pokal by third-division 
side FC Saarbrucken. Al-
though Bayern Munich 
remains in the Champi-
ons League, that will be 
the most difficult com-
petition to win, and it 
will take something spe-
cial for it to happen. 

Conclusion
	 Kane looks to 

go another season tro-
phyless, and his curse 
seems more and more 
apparent after each 
game. Even after joining 
a giant club like Bayern 
Munich, he still cannot 
achieve the silverware 
he desires. So, is the 
Harry Kane curse real? 
You can blame tough 
luck, but it really does 
seem that wherever he 
goes, whether it is the 
England national team, 
Bayern Munich, or Tot-
tenham Hotspur, he sim-
ply can’t pass the finish 
line. 

NAREK HAMBARDZUMYAN

Kane missed out on his first trophy against RB Leipzig in the Super Cup on August 12, 2023.

Ohio State Wins Women’s 
National Hockey Championship

The Ohio State wom-
en’s hockey team is 
back on top after win-
ning the 2024 Nation-
al Championship. The 
Buckeyes bested the 
defending champion 
Wisconsin in a 1-0 game 
that was decided by 
Rookie of the Year Joy 

Dunne in the middle of 
the third period. Wis-
consin and OSU have 
battled for the champi-
onship, with Wisconsin 
winning in 2021, OSU in 
2022, Wisconsin beat-
ing OSU in the 2023 
finals, and this year, 
OSU beating Wiscon-
sin for the 2024 Cham-
pionship. Dunne’s goal 
was assisted by Cay-
la Barnes and Hannah 

Bilka, both graduate 
student transfers from 
Boston College. Senior 
Buckeyes goalie Ray-
gan Kirk made 27 saves, 
earning her a shutout in 
her final game. Overall, 
the Buckeyes finished 
the season 35-4, with 
Bilka leading the team 
in points, closely fol-
lowed by Jennifer Gar-
diner, Joy Dunne, and 
Kiara Zanon. The OSU 
goalie also finished the 
season strong, notably 
Kirk with a .945 save 
percentage and Aman-
da Thiele with .905%. 
Looking ahead, the 
Buckeyes team will be 
very different, as they 
have 16 graduating stu-
dents on their team. 
On the other hand, 
Wisconsin will have a 
strong group next year, 
including Eden Simms, 
Laula Edwards, Caro-
line Harvey, Cassie Hall, 
Ava Murphy, and Laney 
Potter.

ANNABEL CURRY

Ohio State women’s hockey celebrates as the final whistle blows.
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14-Year-Old American Cavan Sullivan Signs 
With Manchester City Academy

On March 26, Phila-
delphia Union agreed to 
a deal with Manchester 
City that will see 14-year-
old star Cavan Sullivan 
join City’s academy when 
he turns 18. A report from 
“The Atlantic” indicates 
City will pay in excess of 
$2 million upfront, with 
another $5 million and a 
sell-on clause expected 
to be added to the origi-
nal fee. 

This agreement comes 
after a lengthy battle 
between top European 
clubs, such as Bayern 
Munich and Borussia 
Dortmund, to secure his 
services. Until then, Sul-
livan will be working with 
the Union to sign an MLS 
homegrown contract and 
join the club’s f irst team 
to continue his develop-
ment.

Sullivan burst onto the 
scene last spring during 
the GA Cup, a prestigious 
tournament that features 
some of the best youth 
teams from across the 
globe. At only 13, Sullivan 

played for the Union’s 
U15 team and helped 
them beat diff icult oppo-
nents such as Arsenal and 
Real Madrid. His talented 
performance was recog-
nized as he was named 
in the GA Cup Best XI fol-
lowing the tournament. 
He continued to excel as 
he took his talents to the 
international stage at the 
CONCACAF U15 Champi-
onship, during which he 
won the Golden Ball with 
the USYNT. 

Since then, Sullivan 
has continued to garner 
attention through his 
performances for the 
Union’s U17 side. Despite 
playing against players 
two to three years older 
than him, he has not only 
kept up but has also em-
phatically impressed his 
coaches and the rest of 
the world.

“Those that maybe 
haven’t learned yet, a 
young Cavan Sullivan 
has the talent and ability 
to become, I’ll just say a 
household name and is 
doing really big things,” 
said Union head coach 
Jim Curtin in 2023.

From this success and 
attention, Sullivan began 
to train with the Union’s 
second team before earn-
ing a spot on their bench. 
He eventually made his 
professional-level debut 
on March 24 with Union 
II, even registering an 
assist in the match. His 
unprecedented move to 
Manchester, however, 
has understandably add-
ed another level of pres-
sure and attention to his 
game. 

Thrown onto the global 
stage at just 14, Manches-
ter City scouts under-
stand the weight on his 
shoulders and proceed 
with caution in attracting 
attention as he tries to 
live up to his “wonderkid” 
potential. Instead of add-
ing additional stress, it is 
beneficial for the public 
to appreciate his talents 
in the context of the Unit-
ed States’ development 
as a soccer country.

While the world dis-

misses the U.S. as a hub 
for soccer, transfers like 
Sullivan signify the coun-
try’s growing interest 
in soccer and the larger 
pool of talented youth. 
Soccer in America will 
continue to develop as 
Sullivan and potentially 
many other bright stars 
make the move to Eu-
ropean clubs to realize 
their full ability and rep-
resent the United States 
on the world stage.

ALEX LEE

Sullivan poses with his Golden Ball from the CONCACAF U-15 Championship.

Declan James Makes Comeback After Suffering Achilles Injury

In November of 2022, 
PSA’s World No. 45, De-
clan James, suffered a 
ruptured Achilles ten-
don, ending his season 
with a long road of recov-
ery. With surgery ten days 
after the injury, James 
was forced to leave the 
game behind for months. 

Shortly after his injury, 
the Englishman tweeted, 
“The hunger and drive is 
as strong as ever and I will 
be back. I’m 29 years old 
and this latest setback 
isn’t going to be the end 
of the story in my Squash 
career.” 

Despite his determina-
tion to get back on court, 
James embraced recov-
ery by spending time with 
friends and family and re-

cuperating from “the jet 
lag, the tournaments and 
the brutal matches.”

With his hiatus from the 
PSA Tour, James’s ranking 
moved outside the top 
200 in the world. How-
ever, the Englishman re-
mained optimistic, excit-
ed to play pressure-free 
squash, and quickly 
climbed back into the 
rankings. After months 
of recovery and training, 

Declan James’ return 
began in late November 
of 2023 at the PSA Des 
Hauts De France. While 
James lost in the finals to 
Spain’s Bernat Jaume and 
the current World No. 54, 
his tournament perfor-
mance proved his ability 
to play at the highest lev-
el even after his injury. Af-
ter losing in the second 
round of the QSF 5 and 
the finals of the Ipswich 
Sports Club Challenger 
Cup, James finally found 
his strive in the Odense 
Open. He defeated World 
No. 97 and Wale’s Owain 
Taylor to win his first title 
in over a year. 

With newfound mo-
mentum and confidence, 
James entered the Gillen-
Markets London Squash 
Classic, one of the largest 
tournaments of the year, 
played in his home coun-
try of England. Having an 
improved rank of World 
No. 76, Declan James 
met Egypt’s Mohamed 
El Sherbini and World 
No. 19 in the first round, 
winning both games in 
a best-of-three format. 
In the second round, he 
faced France’s Baptiste 
Masotti and World No. 14, 
who he defeated in an im-
pressive three games. 

After a spectacular 
run, James met former 
World No. 1 Egypt’s Karim 
Abdel Gawad in the quar-

ter-final, with hopes of 
reaching his first semi-fi-
nals in a Gold-level PSA 
tournament. The English-
man continued his streak 
of superb squash, playing 
effective shots to the 
front, which pushed Ga-
wad from edge to edge 
on the court. James up-
set his opponent in the 
first game, winning 11-8, 
and went up 10-9 in the 
second game to force 
a match ball. While Ga-
wad equalized the game 
at 12-12, the Englishman 
received a generous call 
to win the match, send-
ing the English-backed 
crowd into eruption. 

“I’m just happy to be 
playing a decent stan-
dard. It’s been a long road 
back, a long 18 months, 
jeez, a lot of hard work 
and suffering. Nights like 
tonight make the suffer-
ing worth it,” James said 
after the match. 

While he lost to Egypt’s 
Mostafa Asal, the current 
World No. 4, in the semi-fi-
nals, James’ performance 
at the GillenMarkets Lon-
don Classic placed him at 
a level higher than when 
his season ended over 
a year ago. After a long 
road of recovery, Declan 
James has thrived in his 
return by producing what 
might be the best squash 
of his career.

WILL WEISSMAN

Declan James celebrates after defeating Baptiste Masotti in the GillenMarkets London Squash 
Classic Tournament on March 27, 2024. 
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Why Boston College Hockey Dominates The NCAA

The NCAA men’s hock-
ey Frozen Four will start 
on April 11 in St. Paul, Min-
nesota. Two-seed Boston 
University will take on 
three-seed Denver, and 
one-seed Boston College 
will play the University of 
Michigan.

Boston College and 
Boston University have 
been at the top of the 
NCAA standings for this 
season, having faced off 
four times this season. 
BC took both games in 
the rivalry weekend, win-
ning 4-1 and 4-3. BU then 
bounced back in the 
Beanpot, winning 3-4. The 
teams met in the Hock-
ey East Championship 
in late March, with BC 
dominating the game, 
winning 6-2. Both teams 
are known for their un-
derclassmen. BC Fresh-
man Will Smith was the 
4th pick in the 2024 NHL 
draft and was awarded 
Hockey East MVP, and the 
team has five more play-
ers named to the Hock-
ey East All-Tournament 
team. The freshman line 
of Smith, Ryan Leonard, 
and Gabe Perreault has 
been deadly this year as 
well, all of them coming 
from the National Devel-
opment Program. This 
team has been seeming-
ly unstoppable, which 
was especially evident 
after the statement win 
in the Hockey East Fi-

nals. Another standout 
has been Jacob Fowler, 
who has been close to 
perfect, saving .924% of 
shots. The team would 
also not be complete 
without sophomore Cut-
ter Gauthier, who has 
scored 37 goals and as-
sisted 27 times. 81% of 
BC’s goals were scored 
by underclassmen, which 
leads to comparisons to 
teams like the Universi-
ty of Michigan last year, 
who, similar to BC, had 
many underclassman 
stars, including Adam 
Fantilli and Luke Hughes. 
A recurrent struggle for 
young teams such as 
UMich includes the play-
off elimination by older 
teams. While teams like 
Quinnipiac may not have 
had as much star pow-
er in comparison, their 
players have more expe-
rience, which led them to 
a national championship 
last year. This Quinnipi-
ac team that played BC 
in the regional finals this 
year is very comfortable 
in overtime, having won 
three back-to-back play-
off matches in OT. BC 
may have pushed past 
this narrative of experi-
ence over star power, as 
they won, which qualified 
them for the Frozen Four. 
While this BC team may 
be young, they have plen-
ty of experience. Many of 
them competed at the 
World Junior Champion-
ship this past January, 
as well as many players 
coming out of the NTDP 

and USHL teams. These 
players have experience 
in these high-stakes 
games, which, along with 
their talent, helped to 
push BC over the edge.

Boston University has 
a similar lineup to BC, as 
they are led by freshman 
Macklin Celebrini and 
sophomore Lane Hutson. 
The average points per 
game demonstrates how 
productive these players 
really are and the effect 
freshmen, who will prob-
ably join the NHL next 
year, have on the game. 
Four out of the top five 
freshmen in PPG play for 
Boston College. While the 
PPG stat is good for look-
ing at the overall impact, 
one must also consider 
that not only do four out 
of five play for the same 
team, but three are on 
the same line. However, 
when you look at overall 
goals and the way each 
of the assists was set up, 
these players still stand 
out. Out of the Smith-Per-
reault-Leonard line, Will 
Smith has scored 23 goals 
with 46 assists. Smith is 
not only able to score, 
but he creates chances 
and can set up his team 
with the passes need-
ed to score. Similar to 
Smith, both Perreault and 
Leonard have great stats 
in both categories. What 
often sets great players 
apart is not solely their 
ability to score but their 
ability to create chanc-
es to score. Teams often 
fall apart when their star 

scorers struggle because 
no goals get generated. 
For example, the Bruins 
are currently tied for 
2nd in the NHL, but 30% 
of their goals are scored 
by two players. Out of 29 
players who have regis-
tered a point for the Bru-
ins, having players like 
Pastrnak and Marchand 
can be both a blessing 
and a curse; if their pro-
ductivity drops, so does 
the team’s rankings. BC 
not only has a plethora 
of great goal scorers, but 
those players make the 
entire team better.

Looking ahead to the 
game against Michigan, 
it is hard to believe that 

the Eagles’ playoff run 
will end with anything 
less than a champion-
ship. They have shown 
their ability to dominate 
against the 2-seed BU, as 
well as the grit and perse-
verance needed to come 
back from deficits and 
win in OT. This is not a 
team that will back away 
or make ‘rookie’ mis-
takes. The combination 
of a powerful offense and 
a lockdown goaltender 
makes them the danger-
ous team that has earned 
the one seed in the tour-
nament.

ANNABEL CURRY

Wesley Visser Unexpectedly Wins The 2024 Arnold Classic Physique

In classic physique 
competitions, where 
symmetrical muscle 
definition meets art-
istry, Wesley Visser has 
emerged as an unexpect-
ed victor of the 2024 Ar-
nold Classic Physique. 

Despite being regard-
ed as an underdog in 
the fiercely competitive 
arena, Visser defied the 
odds, captivating audi-
ences and judges alike 
with his impeccable phy-
sique and stage presence. 
Despite skepticism from 
popular bodybuilding in-
fluencers such as Greg 
Doucette, winning the 
Arnold Classic unequiv-
ocally signifies success 
and acknowledgment.

Born with an unyield-
ing determination and an 
unwavering passion for 
sculpting his physique, 
Wesley Visser’s journey 
in the bodybuilding world 
has been extraordinary. 
With a humble beginning 
and a relentless work 
ethic, Visser entered the 
Arnold Classic Physique 
competition with unpar-
alleled size and condi-

tioning, driven by a de-
sire to prove his worth on 
the grand stage.

As the competition 
unfolded, Visser faced 
formidable opponents, 
including seasoned vet-
erans like Ramon Dino 
and Urs Kalecinski, both 
of whom expected them-
selves to win the covet-
ed title. Despite lacking 
the notoriety of some of 
his counterparts, Visser’s 
meticulous attention to 
detail shone through in 
every pose on stage.

Visser’s journey to vic-
tory was filled with ob-
stacles, mirroring the 
classic underdog narra-
tive. Amidst his prepara-
tion, he faced setbacks 
and hurdles, each serving 
as a rigorous test of his 
determination. Enduring 
exhausting training ses-
sions and grappling with 
moments of self-doubt, 
Visser remained unde-
terred. Drawing from 
his inner reservoirs of 
strength, he pushed him-
self relentlessly in pur-
suit of his dream.

On the day of the com-
petition, Visser took to 
the stage with confi-
dence and poise, deliv-
ering a performance that 

left spectators in awe. 
With each pose, he show-
cased his sculpted phy-
sique, commanding the 
attention of the judges 
and capturing the hearts 
of the audience. In a stun-
ning turn of events, Wes-
ley Visser was crowned 

the winner of the 2024 
Arnold Classic Physique 
competition, shocking 
the bodybuilding world 
and solidifying his place 
among the elite. As Wes-
ley Visser celebrates his 
triumph, the bodybuild-
ing community eagerly 

anticipates what the fu-
ture holds for this rising 
underdog. Will he contin-
ue to defy expectations 
and conquer new heights 
in his career, or will he 
be content with this mo-
mentous victory? 

ARTHUR WU

Wesley Visser’s front double bicep pose at the 2024 Arnold Classic.
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UConn Advances To March Madness Final Four 
With Commanding Win Over Illinois 

The NCAA March Mad-
ness Basketball tourna-
ment is always one of the 
most exciting parts of the 
year in college sports. In 
2023, fourth-seed Uconn 
Huskies capped off their 
phenomenal season with 
a win over the San Diego 
State Aztecs to claim the 
program’s fifth nation-
al championship. This 
season, the program has 
continued its dominance, 
finishing the regular sea-
son with a 31-3 record, 
while also capturing a Big 
East tournament cham-
pionship. Through three 
more dominant wins in 
the NCAA tournament, 
the Huskies found them-
selves in the Elite Eight 
on March 30 versus the 
Illinois Fighting Illini. 

Many anticipated this 
game to be a thriller. 
This tough Illinois squad, 
led by Senior Terrance 
Shannon Jr, had the most 
efficient offense in the 
country. Some believed 
Illinois could even pull 
off the upset over the de-
fending champs and snap 
their nine-game tourna-

ment win streak. 
For much of the first 

half, the game was very 
close. The two remained 
tied at 23 late into the 
first half. However, to-
ward the end of the first 
half and well into the 
second half, the Huskies 
began to dominate the 
game. The team pulled 
off a remarkable 30-0 run. 
After taking complete 
control with this run, the 
Huskies never looked 
back and finished the 
game with a 77-52 victory. 

UConn held Illinois 
to 25 percent shooting 
for the night, while also 
holding star Terrance 
Shannon Jr. to just eight 
points on 2-12 shooting. 
Illinois missed their last 
three shots of the first 
half and their first 14 
shots to start the second 
half. 

The 7 foot 2 inch star 
Donavan Clingan led the 
way for the Huskies, fin-
ishing with 22 points, 
ten rebounds, and five 
blocks. Cam Spencer and 
Hassan Diarra were also 
impressive in the win. 
Spencer had 11 points, 
12 rebounds, and five as-
sists, while Diarra had 11 
points. 

After the game, UCo-
nn Coach Dan Hurley 
said, “We’re going to be 
tough to beat. It was a 
special level of basket-
ball that we were play-
ing.” His squad will in fact 
be tough to beat as they 
look to repeat as cham-
pions for the first time 
since the Florida Gators 
in 2006 and 2007. 

UConn continues to 
prove how dominant they 
are. This win marks their 
record-setting tenth 

consecutive victory by 
double digits in March 
Madness. “This is the best 
UConn team I have ever 
seen,” former UConn 
forward Donny Marshall 
shared. He continued by 
acknowledging Hurley’s 
great coaching, saying, 
“We know he’s passionate 
and intense, and brings 
that out of the players. 
But he’s so great at man-
aging a game, too.”

First-seeded UCo-

nn is set to play the 
Fourth-seeded Alabama 
Crimson Tide in the Final 
Four in Phoenix, Arizona 
on April 6. The winner will 
play either the first-seed 
Purdue Boilermakers 
or 11th-seed NC State 
Wolfpack in the national 
championship on April 8. 

Editor’s Note: This ar-
ticle was written prior to 
April 6.

OLLIE VELEZ

Star Donavan Clingan during UConn’s win in the Elite Eight.

Will The Celtics Continue Their Success In The Playoffs? 

This season, the Boston 
Celtics are the best team 
in the East and potentially 
in the NBA. With an incred-
ible starting five of Jason 
Tatum, Jaylen Brown, Der-
rick White, Kristaps Por-
zingis, and Jrue Holiday, 
along with impressive per-
formers from the bench, 
including Al Horford, Pay-
ton Prichard, Sam Hauser, 
and Luke Kornet, the Celt-
ics are looking undefeat-
able. Prior to the season, 
there have been concerns 
of injuries holding them 
back, yet with the way the 
bench players are step-
ping up and the talent this 
team has, injuries seem 
like not an issue at all. The 
Celtics have recently set 
the record for the most 
50+ point wins in a season 
after demolishing the Indi-
ana Pacers, Brooklyn Nets, 
and, surprisingly, the Gold-
en State Warriors. Boston 
has outscored teams by 
29.8 points per game in six 
games during the season, 
a span that included the 
latter two 50-point wins, 
something that only two 
other teams have done in 
an entire season. In this ar-
ticle, I talk about the Celt-
ics’ previous troubles in 
playoffs and whether this 
time will be the charm. 

The Celtics have 
reached the playoffs 15 
times in the last 16 years, 

reaching the finals three 
times and winning the Lar-
ry O’Brien trophy in the 
2007-2008 season after 
defeating the Los Angeles 
Lakers in the finals. How-
ever, in the last 15 years, 
the Celtics have failed to 
win the trophy again and 
again. Last season, they 
crashed out of the play-
offs in the Eastern Confer-
ence finals to an underdog 
Miami Heat team, and in 
2022, lost to the Golden 
Warriors in the finals. This 
drought is the reason why 
many analysts and fans are 
skeptical of the Celtics’ 
ability to win the trophy 
this year. But before pre-
dicting if the Celtics will 
be able to continue their 
success in the playoffs, we 
first have to understand 
why the Celtics have been 
collapsing in the playoffs 
in previous years. 

One of the biggest criti-
cisms of the Celtics in the 
postseason over the last 
two years has been their 
ability to close out games 
late in the fourth period. 
The Celtics haven’t been 
involved in many truly 
close contests this sea-
son, but when they have, 
the same old problems 
have returned. For exam-
ple, they blew a 22-point 
fourth-quarter lead to 
lose 105-104 to the Cleve-
land Cavaliers. With the 
game on the line against 
the Cavaliers, Celtics 
Head Coach Joe Mazzu-

lla decided not to call a 
timeout and draw up a 
designed play and instead 
pass the ball to their best 
player, Jayson Tatum, and 
let him work. This result-
ed in the All-NBA forward 
dribbling down the clock 
and launching a contested 
and unsuccessful fall-away 
jump shot. It’s not the best 
shot choice when you’re 
trying to win the game 
against a smaller defend-
er. Taking this season as 
a whole, the Celtics rank 
18th in the league when it 
comes to pace — defined 
as the average number 
of plays per 48 minutes. 
In clutch scenarios — the 
final five minutes of the 
fourth quarter or over-
time when the score is 

within five points — the 
Celtics’ pace ranks 30th. 

However, this season 
has still been special for 
Boston. The Celtics are 
still on pace to record one 
of the great regular-sea-
son campaigns of recent 
times. They have all but 
wrapped up the top spot 
in the Eastern Confer-
ence, eight games ahead 
of the Milwaukee Bucks 
in second place. They rank 
first in the league in of-
fensive rating and third 
in defensive rating. Their 
league-best average win-
ning margin is the sixth-
best in NBA history — all 
but one of the five teams 
ahead of them went on to 
win a championship the 
same season. This time 

has looked mostly un-
stoppable, sweeping aside 
other teams, and with the 
new addition of Holiday 
and Porzingis to this year’s 
playoff roster, the Celtics 
will once again be the fa-
vorites to win it all. All the 
Celtics need is to consis-
tently close out games, 
draw up game plans, and 
strategically use time-
outs. Hopefully, after so 
many failures, both Maz-
zula, Tatum and all the 
players will have matured 
and learned from our mis-
takes. Once Boston has 
that down, their first Larry 
O’Brien trophy in 15 years 
is on the way home. 

ZACHARY YUAN 

The Boston Celtics are by far the best in the NBA currently, ending the season with a 64-18 record.
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Does Boston College Have A Better Coaching Situation 
Than The New England Patriots?

When one first reads, 
“Does Boston College 
have a better coaching 
situation than the New 
England Patriots?” they 
dismiss it and think, how 
could a college team, 
especially a middle to 
low-level ACC team, have 
a better coaching situa-
tion than an NFL team? 
Once you go through 
each coach, though, it be-
comes a real debate and 
is not so clear to answer. 

Boston College has Bill 
O’Brien, an experienced 
NFL head coach with lots 
of playoff experience. He 
also has coaching experi-
ence at the college level. 
The Patriots have Jerod 
Mayo, an inexperienced 
head coach who is in his 
first-year head coaching 
at any level. I would give 
the “point” here to BC 
because of the lack of ex-
perience that Mayo has. 
Next, we should look at 
offensive and defensive 
coordinators. BC’s offen-
sive coordinator/tight 
end coach is Will Lawing, 
who has NFL and college 
experience as a tight end 
coach but no experience 
as a coordinator. The Pa-
triots OC is Alex Van Pelt, 
the ex-Cleveland Browns 
offensive coordinator 
who has a lot of time 
coaching QBs and calling 
plays on offense. Here, 

based on experience, I 
would give this point to 
the Patriots. The defen-
sive coordinator for BC 
is Tim Lewis, who has 34 
years of coaching experi-
ence on defense, includ-
ing seven as a DC in the 
NFL, albeit this was a long 
time ago. The Pats DC is 
Demarcus Covington, 
who has been on the Pa-
triots staff as a coach for 
a couple of years now. I 
would give the advantage 
to the Patriots on this 
one, as Tim Lewis is a bit 
old and hasn’t coached 
in the NFL or in college 
for a while. He has been 
coaching in other foot-
ball leagues for the last 
few seasons, while Cov-
ington has a lot of expe-
rience with Bill Belichick 
teaching him his genius 
defensive strategies. 

Next, we can com-
pare the other assis-
tant coaches on both 
team’s offensive and 
defensive sides of the 
ball. BC has many wide-
ly known ex-NFL head 
coaches on their staff, 
including Doug Marrone, 
Rob Chudzinski, and Bill 
O’Brien. They also have 
experienced coaches 
including Matt Apple-
baum, Dan O’Brien (son 
of Tom O’Brien ex BC 
head coach), and Darrell 
Wyatt, who are renowned 
in the college football 
world for being excellent 
teachers of the game. 
The Patriots have a lot 

of coaches on their staff 
this year, most of whom 
have good reputations as 
coaches and a few that 
do not, including Bed 
Mcadoo, who coached 
the New York Giants and 
did not do a great job. 
Many of the coaches that 
the Patriots have, how-
ever, are quite new to 
coaching in the NFL, with 
a large percentage never 
coaching in the NFL. Due 
to this, I would give the 
advantage of the best as-
sistant coaching staff to 
BC because of the pedi-
gree some coaches have 
on the staff, compared to 
the inexperience of the 
Patriots staff. 

It is important to com-
pare the “other” coach-

es and advisors to the 
teams, along with who has 
been helping the teams 
along their way during 
the beginning of the off-
season. BC has had many 
ex-Patriots coaches/play-
ers helping out, which 
has been tremendous 
to their growth this off-
season, including ex-Bill 
Belichick advisor Ernie 
Adams, who has become 
an advisor to Bill O’Brien, 
NFL QB Brian Hoyer, and 
former NFL QB Matt Ryan. 
BC also hired Berj Najari-
an as chief of staff, a very 
well-experienced coach 
who was another right-
hand man to Bill Belichick 
and has been working for 
the Patriots for the past 
24 years. Also, there have 

been many rumors of 
other ex-Patriots players 
and NFL coaches coming 
to BC practices to advise 
them. This, in my opinion, 
pushes BC’s coaching 
staff over the top of New 
England’s. In turn, I would 
say that the answer to the 
question posed in this ar-
ticle is that yes, indeed, 
BC does have a better 
coaching situation than 
the New England Patriots 
at this time! Only time 
will tell, however, to see if 
my prediction will prove 
true or not. 

BRUCE MCLAREN

Bill O’Brien at his introductory Boston College press conference. 

Who Is Leading The NBA MVP Race?

With less than ten 
games left in the NBA Sea-
son, it would be impossi-
ble to create substantial 
change in the race for 
MVP, so it is fair ground 
to assess the legitimacy 
of MVP campaigns at this 
point. For the most part, 
the pre-season expected 
candidates are the ones 
in the race for the NBA’s 
premier individual award. 
The five top players for 
this year’s MVP will likely 
be Nikola Jokic, Giannis 
Antetokounmpo, Luka 
Doncic, Shai Gilgeous-Al-
exander, and Jason Tatum. 

	 While it is never 
safe to call something 
a lock, Nikola Jokic cur-
rently holds odds as low 
as -10,000 on Sports-
Books, and deservedly 
so. The Denver Nuggets 
find themselves atop 
the Western Confer-
ence standings with an 
impressive 54-24 record 
and are not experienc-
ing a post-championship 
hangover or slump. They 
are playing with the same 
beautiful basketball cen-
tered around their offen-
sive engine, Nikola Jok-

ic. Jokic is averaging an 
absurdly efficient 26, 12, 
and 9, continuing his stat 
line stuffing from his two 
previous MVP seasons. 
Jokic remains a truly top-
notch scorer, his mix of 
three-level scoring and 
exceptional efficiency 
is something to behold. 
The magnum opus of Jok-
ic’s game is his transcen-
dental passing and play-
making ability. His mix 
of fundamental mastery 
and circus trick, no look 
ability is unmatched, and 
nobody can reasonably 
claim to be in the same 
stratosphere as Jokic as 
a passer. In addition, pair-
ing his passing toolkit 
and scoring excellence 
makes him and the Nug-
gets offense impossible 
to stop. Leaving Jokic 
one-on-one will ultimate-
ly result in a bucket, 
and good luck doubling 
him without him finding 
the open man instantly. 
Though the fact that he 
is a negative defensive 
presence remains, his 
stellar offense has prov-
en to overcome that in 
his past two MVP wins 
and NBA Championship 
win last season. In recent 
years, many have failed 
to win MVP three seasons 

in a row: Giannis in 2022, 
Curry in 2017, Lebron in 
2011 and 2014, and Jok-
ic last year. While Jokic 
joined that club, he is 
more than likely joining 
Lebron James, Michael 
Jordan, and a few others 
as an NBA MVP winner 
who wins again after be-
ing dethroned. 

Though Jokic is go-
ing to receive the most 
votes from the distin-

guished voting pool, 
other players have had 
reputable seasons that 
challenged Jokic’s case 
throughout the year. Shai 
Gilgeous-Alexander is 
leading the Thunder to a 
potential one-seed after 
being tenth last season 
while averaging 30, 5, and 
6. Jason Tatum is averag-
ing 27, 8, and 5 with stel-
lar defense and leading 
the Celtics to the best 

record in the Eastern 
Conference. Giannis An-
tetokounmpo is having a 
typical season, averaging 
31, 12, and 7 alongside 
DPOY-caliber defensive 
play. Lastly, Luka Doncic 
was the favorite for many 
at some point through-
out the season due to his 
34, 9, and 10 stat line, ri-
valing the best; however, 
the Mavericks’ unspec-
tacular record was the fa-

HARRY MURPHY

Nikola Jokic Celebrating in the 2021 NBA Season. 


