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13-0 Conference Champions Florida State 
Left Out of College Football Playoffs

On Sunday, the Col-
lege Football Selection 
Committee released the 
College Football Playoff 
(CFP) field. Each year, 
the CFP consists of the 
top 4 FBS (NCAA Division 
I Football Bowl Subdi-
vision) teams as deter-
mined by the committee. 
This year, No.1 Michigan, 
No.2 Washington, No.3 
Texas, and No.4 Alabama 
were the four teams se-
lected. The committee’s 
decision led to a great 
deal of controversy as 
many believed it was in-
correct and degrading 
to leave the Florida State 
Seminoles out of the CFP. 

The Seminoles had 
a surprising and tre-
mendous 2023 Season. 
Starting 11-0, their best 
win coming against top-
ranked Louisiana State 
University (LSU), the Flor-
ida State Seminoles (FSU) 
seemed on pace for a 
historic season. Howev-
er, after Heisman-cali-
ber starting quarterback 
Jordan Travis suffered a 
season-ending leg injury 
against North Alabama, 
people were left unsure 
if FSU could close out 
the season. Despite the 
uncertainty, behind back-
up Tate Rodemaker, the 
Seminoles recorded an 

impressive win over ri-
val Florida. A week later, 
this time with third string 
quarterback Brock Glenn, 
they added to their un-
defeated season with 
a win over Louisville in 
the NCAA Atlantic Coast 
Conference (ACC) cham-
pionship. Finishing 13-0, it 
was hard for most people 
to think FSU should be 
left out of the CFP.

Despite this, one of 
the main reasons for FSU 
being excluded from the 
CFP was that committee 
members believed they 
were a weaker team the 
last two weeks of the sea-
son without Travis. One of 
the committee’s guide-
lines mentions “unavail-
ability of key players.”  
The decision was met 
with much disapprov-
al from members of the 
team, other athletes, and 
many people worldwide. 
Florida State head coach 
Mike Norvell expressed 
his aggravation,   “I am 
disgusted and infuriat-
ed with the committee’s 
decision today to have 
what was earned on the 
field taken away because 
a small group of people 
decided they knew bet-
ter than the results of the 
games… What happened 
today goes against ev-
erything that is true and 
right in college football.” 

Jordan Travis also 
shared his thoughts on 

Twitter, saying, “devas-
tated [and] heartbro-
ken…I wish my leg broke 
earlier in the season so 
y’all could see this team 
is much more than the 
quarterback.” 

Boo Corrigan, chair of 
the CFP selection com-
mittee, explained the 
decision, saying, “Florida 
State is a different team 
than they were through 
the first 11 weeks… But 
as you look at who they 
are as a team right now 
without Jordan Travis, 
without the offensive dy-
namic that he brings to it, 
they are a different team 
and the committee voted 

Alabama four and Flor-
ida State five.” The loss 
of Jordan Travis had too 
large of an impact in the 
eyes of the committee. 
“We had eight really good 
teams this year,” Corrig-
an explained. 

Corrigan continued, 
“Looking at the player 
availability was really im-
portant to what’s going 
on. I think someone said 
there, you know, you can 
lose a running back, you 
can lose a wide receiver 
but a quarterback as dy-
namic as Jordan Travis, it 
changes their offense in 
its entirety and that was 
really a big factor with the 

committee as we went 
through everything.” 

The Seminoles will 
compete against No. 6 
Georgia in the Orange 
Bowl on December 30. 
Although a win would 
not change the outcome 
of the committee’s de-
cision, FSU would prove 
to everybody that they 
could compete in the 
CFP. No. 4 Alabama will 
take on No. 1 Michigan in 
the Rose Bowl on January 
1. The winner will play the 
winner of No. 2 Washing-
ton against No. 3 Texas in 
the national champion-
ship.                                                                          

OLLIE VELEZ

Rafael Nadal Announces Tennis Comeback in Melbourne for the Australian Open

Rafael Nadal embodies 
the word “legend” in ev-
ery conceivable way. He 
has the soul of a gladiator 
and a gritty tenacity that 
drives him towards victo-
ry no matter the circum-
stance. Those who grew 
up from the mid-2000s 
to the 2010s have been 
blessed with watching 
this warrior of a tennis 
player deliver thrilling 

matches day in and day 
out. Although it seems 
like Nadal has been given 
all of the tools necessary 
to dominate, knee and 
back injuries have held 
him back at times, and he 
isn’t getting any younger. 
Unfortunately, Nadal will 
most likely retire within 
the next few years, just 
as his lifetime rival Roger 
Federer did in 2022.

However, that time 
is not yet upon us. In 
fact, Nadal recently an-

nounced that he will 
be participating in the 
upcoming 2024 Austra-
lian Open Tournament. 
He currently sits in the 
top seven hundred ATP-
ranked players in the 
world due to his lack of 
play in the past year, but 
he is almost certainly go-
ing to be given a wildcard 
into the tournament. In 
his video posted on X 
(formerly known as Twit-
ter), he declared that 
“it’s the right moment to 

be back,” sending shock-
waves through the tennis 
world.

It was just under two 
years ago that Nadal won 
the Australian Open Title 
against Daniil Medvedev, 
coming back from a two 
set deficit. If there is any-
one capable of re-enter-
ing the pinnacle of tennis 
after a year as a recluse 
in the lower rankings, it is 
certainly the King of Clay.

Speaking of clay, not 
only would this be im-
portant for the Australian 
Open, but if Nadal can 
remain healthy, it would 
also greatly impact the 
dynamics of the French 
Open and Madrid Open. 
Despite his advanced age 
for a tennis player, he 
would still be considered 
by many as the favorite 
in these tournaments. 
Put simply, if the surface 
is clay, bet on Nadal. His 
career win percentage 
on clay is a ridiculous 91 
percent. He has won four-
teen out of the eighteen 
French Opens that he has 
participated in. In terms 
of dominance in an as-
pect of a sport, there is 
no other athlete in histo-
ry comparable to Nadal.

Many see this push to 
play in Melbourne from 

Nadal to be an unedu-
cated move. Their argu-
ments do have validation. 
They propose that Na-
dal should save himself 
for the French Open. His 
chances clearly are best 
on clay, so it clearly is a 
gamble. My rebuttal to 
this is as follows: Nadal 
has been a top player in 
the pro circuit for over 
twenty years. He has 
dealt with monstrous in-
juries that have taken him 
out for over a year, but 
that simply means he un-
derstands his body better 
than before. Additionally, 
he has a team of highly ed-
ucated specialists whose 
job securities depend on 
the longevity of Nadal’s 
career. It is a f leeting and 
dubious thought at best 
that his team would en-
danger him. Trust in his 
judgment.

It will be a privilege for 
all the world to see Nadal 
light up the court again, 
whether or not it is his 
last rodeo. Rather than 
criticizing his decisions, 
we should graciously 
watch him fly across the 
court, battle through fa-
tigue, and hopefully win 
another slam.

ISAAC TIOMKIN

Rafael Nadal after winning in the third round of the 2015 Australian Open.

Mike Norvell started coaching Florida State in 2019. 
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Paul Coll Ends 2023 With Three More PSA Titles

Paul Coll, nicknamed 
“The Kiwi,” has been on 
an absolute tear the last 
couple of months, finish-
ing 2023 with a decisive 
win in his home tourna-
ment, the New Zealand 
Open. Beforehand, he 
won back-to-back plati-
num tournaments in the 
U.S. Open and Hong Kong 
Squash Open, the highest 

of four tournament lev-
els. 

Back in October, the 
Arlen Specter Center in 
Philadelphia hosted the 
U.S. Open, one of the larg-
est tournaments of the 
year, with nearly 200,000 
dollars in prize money 
spread across each draw. 
Coll began his campaign 
in the third round against 
Egypt’s Youseff Ibrahim, 
winning in a decisive 
three-game match. Next, 
The Kiwi faced strong op-

ponents in Egypt’s Mazen 
Hashem and Peru’s Diego 
Elias, falling 2-1 in games 
in both matches but com-
ing back to win five-game 
thrillers, making him 
the first New Zealand to 
reach the U.S. Open finals 
in 37 years. In the finals, 
Paul Coll faced a scorch-
ing hot Ali Farag coming 
off four consecutive Plat-
inum Tournament victo-
ries. However, Coll took 
an early lead this time, 
winning the first two 

games 11-7. Farag fought 
back, equalizing the 
score into a fifth game 
where The Kiwi squeezed 
out another grueling bat-
tle. 

After an impressive 
victory in Philadelphia, 
Paul Coll prepared for 
another platinum tour-
nament set in Hong Kong. 
He breezed through his 
first three matches, drop-
ping only one game. In 
the semi-finals, The Kiwi 
faced former world No. 
1 Mohamed ElShorbagy, 
who he cleaned up in 
only three games. Once 
again, Paul Coll met Ali 
Farag in the finals, playing 
phenomenal squash to 
secure another title. Coll 
spoke after his match, 
saying, “I’m happy with 
my performances - not 
just tonight but all week. 
I’ve really tried to play 
some aggressive squash 
and this brand that I’m 
going for.” While consid-
ered a more passive and 
steady player, his attack-
ing game has improved 
tremendously, demon-
strated by his 55 percent 
of winners in front of 
the court compared to 
Farag’s 38 percent. 

To finish the year, Paul 

Coll claimed his third ti-
tle in his home country 
at the New Zealand Open. 
After losing in the finals 
the previous year, Coll 
bounced back, dropping 
only one game in the first 
three rounds. Backed by 
the home crowd in the fi-
nals, the Kiwi dominated 
Egypt’s Marwan ElShor-
bagy, etching his name 
on another champion-
ship trophy. To make his 
hometown tournament 
even more special, Coll 
was accompanied by his 
fianc…e and Belgian No. 
1 Nele Gili, who won the 
women’s division. 

Paul Coll will look to 
continue this streak in 
the new year, having 
looked impressive in the 
closing months of 2023. 
Coll has been unbeliev-
ably sharp, playing deadly 
drops from the front and 
demonstrating his supe-
rior strength, quickness, 
and endurance on the 
PSA Tour. After defeating 
the current world No. 1 in 
Ali Farag in back-to-back 
finals matches, The Kiwi 
undoubtedly still has the 
opportunity to gain the 
top spot once again. 

WILL WEISSMAN 

Paul Coll celebrates after winning the New Zealand Open against Marwan ElShorbagy on December 10, 
2023.

How Divers Krysta Palmer and Alison Gibson Made History At The 2020 

The U.S. Olympic Team 
Trials, diving in India-
napolis on June 10, 2021, 
witnessed a remarkable 
feat as Alison Gibson and 
Krysta Palmer secured 
their spots to represent 
Team USA in the 2020 To-
kyo Games. This dynamic 
duo, with ages bridging a 
seven-year gap, became 
the first American divers 
to recently qualify for the 
synchronized 3-meter 
springboard event of the 
2023 USA Diving Winter 
National Championships 
after competing for the 
first time for over two 
years.

Palmer’s path to the 
Olympics was unconven-
tional, adding a layer to 
her diving career. Transi-
tioning from competitive 
trampolining to diving at 
the age of 20, Palmer, an 
alumna of Western Neva-
da College (WNC), earned 
a bronze medal in the 
3-meter springboard div-
ing. The decision to nav-
igate this shift, coupled 
with the aspiration to be-
come an Olympic medal-
ist, set the stage for a re-
markable journey. Alison 
Gibson, a 22-year-old ris-
ing star, and Krysta Palm-
er dazzled spectators 
with their synchronized 
precision throughout the 
trials. Their performance 

was evident, reaching 
its peak after a flawless 
fifth dive, securing their 
Tokyo-bound status. Gib-
son, reflecting on this 
moment, expressed, “I hit 
the water, and I was like, 
‘okay, I’m pretty sure it 
was good enough.’ I just 
wanted to give Krysta a 
hug.”

At the 2020 Tokyo 
Olympics, despite ini-
tially placing eighth in 
the synchronized 3-me-
ter springboard event 
alongside diving partner 
Gibson, Palmer utilized 
the break before her in-
dividual event to hone 
her skills and prepare for 
the challenges that lay 
ahead. The semifinals of 
the 3-meter springboard 
presented Palmer with a 
formidable task — quali-
fying in 14th place out of 
18 divers. Facing a prior 
setback with a shoulder 
injury, Kassidy Bacon and 
Sarah Cook narrowed 
the gap, cutting the mar-
gin to 14.25 points. How-
ever, Gibson and Palm-
er steadily rebuilt their 
lead, finishing with a 
commanding 29.82-point 
cushion by the final dive 
and a fifth-place finish, 
setting a gripping final 
against competitors.

“Obviously, we’re 
competing against oth-
er teams,” Gibson re-
marked, “but it’s really us 
trying to put on a show 
for y’all and do the best 

we can.” 
Palmer, leading the in-

dividual 3-meter event 
after the semifinals, ex-
pressed confidence in 
their dive choice, 5154B, 
a forward 2 ½ somer-
saults with two twists. 
“It’s a hard dive for wom-
en to do, and there’s not 
very many girls that do 
this dive, let alone syn-
chronized teams,” she 
noted. “For us to be bring-
ing this onto an internal 
stage will be really good 
for USA Diving.”

In the finals, the pair 
stood on the podium, and 
both delivered a heroic 
performance. Each dive 
was executed with preci-

sion, culminating in the 
clinching of the bronze 
medal, a mere five points 
shy of the silver. Palmer, 
with limited Olympic ex-
perience compared to 
her counterparts, along 
with Gibson, joined the 
ranks of Olympians se-
lected since 1984. They 
received Olympic rings 
from Laura Wilkinson 
and Michele Mitchell, 
two legends in diving his-
tory. This achievement 
marked a historic mo-
ment for the U.S. Olympic 
Diving Team, with Palmer 
being the first American 
woman to medal in the 
3-meter event since 1988 
and the first U.S. woman 

to medal in individual div-
ing since 2000. 

“Someday if my kids 
are like, ‘Mom, you’re not 
cool,” Gibson jokingly 
added, “I can be like, ‘I’m 
an Olympian though.’” As 
they prepare to dive on 
the international stage, 
the synchronized 3-me-
ter springboard event 
promises not only com-
petitive prowess but a 
dazzling display of art-
istry and skill from Team 
USA. The legacy of Gib-
son and Palmer is etched 
alongside the greats, and 
fans eagerly anticipate 
their performance.

CHLOE PARK

Krysta Palmer (left) and Alison Gibson (right) on the first day after finals at the Olympic Team Trials-Diving.
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Caeleb Dressel is argu-
ably one of the most im-
pressive swimmers of all 
time. His exemplary fit-
ness level and impecca-
ble technique have car-
ried him to the pinnacle 
of swimming, breaking 
world records held by 
the legendary Michael 
Phelps, earning multiple 
Olympic gold medals for 
the United States, win-
ning dozens of World 
Championship titles, and 
pushing the limits of the 
sport further and further. 

After taking a hiatus 
from swimming at the 
2022 World Swimming 
Championships, Ca-
leb Dressel returned to 
swimming over the sum-
mer. He competed first 
at the Atlantic Classic in 
May, followed by the US 
International Team Tri-
als in June. Just this past 
week, Dressel competed 
at the annual US Open, 
where he won the 100 fly, 
earned 4th place in the 50 
free, and 10th in the 100 
free. Not only was this 
Dressel’s best time since 
his break from swimming, 
but swimmers and com-
munity members were 
incredibly happy to see 
him win again. Despite 
not fully back to being 
in shape for internation-
al meets, Caleb Dressel 
is certainly looking to 
make a comeback in the 
swimming world as he 

prepares for the upcom-
ing Paris Olympic Games 
next summer.

Born in Green Clove, 
Florida, Caeleb Dressel 
specializes in sprint 
events and butterfly. His 
talent was exposed early 
on, breaking the 13-14 Na-
tional Age Group Record 
in 2011 (23.50) and many 
more later. He swam for 
the University of Florida 
during college, holding 
3 NCAA records in the 
50 free (17.63), 100 free 
(39.90, only person ever 
to break 40), and 100 fly 
(42.80, only person ever 
to break 43). Dressel rep-
resented the US at the 
Rio Olympic Games, win-
ning a gold medal in the 4 
x 100 free relay (3:09.92) 
with Nathan Adrian, 
Ryan Held, and Michael 
Phelps. He also swam the 
100 free as an individual 
event, going 48.02 to earn 
6th place in the finals. 
Dressel’s rise to world-
wide fame came in 2019, 
after he broke Michael 
Phelp’s 100m fly world 
record, going 49.50 at 
the Gwangju 2019 World 
Championships and be-
coming the second per-
son ever to go under 50 
at that time. At the 2021 
Tokyo Olympic Games, 
all eyes were on Dressel 
as he swam the 100 fly, 
50 free, 100 free, and the 
relay events. Dressel won 
each time he touched 
the water for his individ-
ual events, going 47.02 in 
the 100 free (Olympic Re-
cord), 21.07 in the 50 free 

(Olympic record), and 
49.45 in the 100 fly (World 
record). Over 7 years, 
Dressel has earned 7 
Olympic Titles, 13 World 
Championship Titles 
(LCM), 6 World Champi-
onship Titles (SCM), 10 
NCAA Titles, and much 
more. Undoubtedly he is 
one of the most decorat-
ed swimmers of all time, 
and perhaps the greatest 
swimmer of his time. 

In 2022, Dressel en-
tered into the meet as the 
defending World Champi-
on in the 100 fly, 50 fly, 50 
free, and 100 free. After 
winning the 50 fly (22.57) 
on the first day, Dressel 
pulled out of the World 
Championships entire-
ly on day two. He then 
commenced an 8-month 
break from swimming, 
where he sought coun-
seling and worked on his 
mental health. In fact, 
Dressel isn’t the only one 
struggling with mental 
health. Some of the oth-
er biggest names in the 
sport, like Adam Peaty, 
world record holder in 
the 50 breast and 100 
breast, and Kristof Milak, 
world record holder in 
the 200 fly, have shared 
the same complications. 
“The easiest way to put 
it is my body kept score. 
A lot of things I had shut 
down, and it all came 
boiling up,” Dressel said 
at the US National Cham-
pionships over the sum-
mer, “It wasn’t just one 
thing where I was like, ‘I 
think I need to step away.’ 

It was a bunch of things 
that kind of came crum-
bling down at once. And I 
knew that was my red flag 
right there. Multiple red 
flags. It was a giant red 
flag.” 

Dressel returned to 
swimming in spring, 
training with Florida head 
coach Anthony Nesty on 
his former team. He was 
entered into the Atlantic 
Classic in May as his first 
meet since his return 
and the US International 
Team Trials in June. De-
spite not being in his best 
shape, Dressel was able 
to earn 5th in the 100 fly 
(51.66) and 3rd in the 50 
fly (23.35) at the team 
trials, just missing the 
qualification for a spot 
on Team US. “He’s very 
happy where he’s at now. 
Now we have a starting 
point and we can go from 
there,” Nesty said in an 
interview about Dressel. 
“Obviously he wanted to 
do better, but for us, it’s 
just posting times that he 
could improve upon.” 

From November 29th 
to December 2nd, the 
annual US Open was held 
in the Greensboro pool 
facility. Open to both do-
mestic and international 
swimmers, the US Open 
rallies hundreds of the 
fastest swimmers in the 
world. Dressel was en-
tered in to swim the 50 
free, 100 free, and 100 fly. 
In the 50 free, Dressel se-
cured a win in the B-Final 
with a time of 21.99, go-
ing under 22 for the first 

time since his return. 
In the 100 free, Dressel 
earned second place in 
the B-Final just behind 
Josh Liendo, going 48.85. 
After a solid swim in the 
100 fly in prelims (51.83), 
Dressel came into finals 
seeded 3rd place behind 
Josh Liendo and Ilya Kha-
run. Competition was 
tight for Dressel as he 
hoped to secure his first 
win. Swimming in lane 
three, Dressel was 6th 
place at the 50-meter 
mark, splitting 24.42 com-
pared to Santo Condorel-
li (24.03), who touched 
first. However, of all the 
competitors, Dressel 
had the best back half of 
the field and finished the 
race with a time of 51.31, 
winning the race. “That 
got the biggest cheer 
since we got here,” com-
mentator Rowdy Gaines 
said as Dressel won the 
100 fly, “The crowd erupt-
ed...it feels good to see 
his name up there in 
first, it’s been a long time 
since we’ve seen that.” 
In a post-race interview, 
Dressel expressed how it 
was “just fun to be back” 
and racing with everyone. 
His unmatched determi-
nation and persistence 
while recognizing what 
his body needs is an in-
spiration to the future 
generation, and things 
will surely get better for 
Dressel from here on out.

Caeleb Dressel Secures First Win Since Return at the 2023 US Open

JAY WEI

Caeleb Dressel celebrates after winning the 100m fly.
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By the time this arti-
cle comes out, the win-
ners of the In-Season 
tournament will have 
already been revealed. 
Therefore, to keep the 
predictions fair, this 
article will be split into 
two parts. The first 
part will be my predic-
tions of the In-Season 
tournament semi-fi-
nals, which I wrote on 
December 7, 2023. The 
second part will be 
correcting my predic-
tions, which I wrote 
on December 10, 2023 
after the finals. But to 
start things off, here’s 
a brief explanation 
of the new In-Season 
tournament.

 
What is the in-season 

tournament?

According to the 
official NBA website, 
the In-Season tourna-
ment is a tournament 
held during the normal 
NBA season to keep 
the players competi-
tive and get the fans 
engaged. The tourna-
ment is composed of 
two stages, the group 
stage and the knock-
out stage. In the group 
stage, all 30 NBA teams 
have been randomly 
drawn into groups of 
five within their con-
ference based on won-
loss records from the 
2022-23 regular season. 
Each team will play four 
designated Group Play 
games on “Tournament 

Nights” — one game 
against each opponent 
in its group, with two 
games at home and 
two on the road. Eight 
teams will advance to 
the Knockout Rounds: 
the team with the best 
standing in Group Play 
games in each of the 
six groups and two 
“wild cards” (the team 
from each conference 
with the best record 
in Group Play games 
that finished second in 
its group). The Knock-
out Rounds will be sin-
gle-elimination games 
in the Quarterfinals, 
Semi-finals, and Cham-
pionship. The qualify-
ing teams will compete 
for a prize pool and the 
new In-Season Tourna-
ment trophy, the NBA 
Cup. 

Semi-finals 1: Indi-
ana Pacers vs Milwau-
kee Bucks

Looking at this 
match-up, the Bucks 
are arguably the stron-
ger, more favored team, 
being second-seeded 
in the eastern confer-
ence with a 15-7 re-
cord. The Bucks have 
superstar duo Giannis 
Antetekoumpo and Da-
mian Lillard, as well as 
many reliable players 
like Brook Lopez, Kris 
Middleton, and Malik 
Beasley. 

On the other hand, 
the Pacers are look-
ing strong coming into 
this game. Having just 
pulled off one of the 
biggest upsets in the 
tournament by beating 

the first-seeded Bos-
ton Celtics and rob-
bing fans of a Bucks 
versus Celtics match-
up, Tyrese Halliburton 
is playing like, arguably, 
the best point guard 
in the league. Even 
though the Pacers are 
sixth in the table with a 
12-8 record, the Bucks 
have played two more 
games than the Pac-
ers. Let’s not forget the 
other players on the 
Pacers, notably Buddy 
Hield and Myles Turner, 
who have solidly con-
tributed to the team. 
Therefore, with the 
Pacers riding a high off 
the Celtics win, I pre-
dict the Pacers pulling 
off a narrow upset in a 
high-scoring, exciting 
game. 

Winner: Indiana Pac-
ers

Semi-finals 2: Los 
Angeles Lakers vs New 
Orleans Pelicans

The Lakers are defi-
nitely the favorites to 
win this game and even 
the tournament. They 
are currently fourth in 
the Western Confer-
ence, with a record of 
14-9. Going into this 
game, the Lakers have 
just narrowly edged 
out the Phoenix Suns, 
with Lebron James 
playing 40 minutes with 
31 points, not to men-
tion Anthony Davis and 
Austin Reaves with sol-
id contributions. They 
have a strong starting 
five and a very reliable 
bench. They also have 
an incredible defense, 

with Davis and James 
both doing a great job. 

Moving on to the Pel-
icans, they are current-
ly eighth in the West-
ern Conference with 
a record of 12-11. The 
Pelicans topped their 
In-Season tournament 
group and edged out 
the Sacramento Kings 
in the quarter-finals. 
Some solid perform-
ers on this team are 
Brandon Ingram, CJ 
McCollum, and, most 
importantly, a healthy 
Zion Williamson. How-
ever, the Pelicans are 
far from their incred-
ible run at the start of 
the 2022 season, and 
Williamson doesn’t 
look like his old self 
anymore. Looking at 
this match-up, I have 
the Lakers winning by 
a blowout due to their 
strong defense, as the 
Pelicans team just 
doesn’t have enough 
fuel to beat them. 

Winner: Los Angeles 
Lakers

Finals: Indiana Pac-
ers vs Los Angeles Lak-
ers

This will be an in-
credibly tense and ex-
citing matchup, with 
both teams coming 
into the game strong. 
Going into this game, 
the Pacers have de-
feated both the first 
and second seed in the 
eastern conference, 
while the Lakers have 
won by blowing out the 
Pelicans in style. This 
game will be a very 
tense matchup, with 

the scoring very close 
throughout the match. 
I predict the Pacers 
will pull away in the 
fourth quarter thanks 
to some clutch threes 
by Tyrese Haliburton. 
The Lakers won’t have 
enough firepower to 
defeat the Pacers, and 
Haliburton will score 
north of 40 points. I 
have the Pacers win-
ning the first-ever 
In-Season tournament 
and, more importantly, 
their first-ever trophy. 
Additionally, thanks to 
his dominant perfor-
mance throughout the 
tournament, I predict 
Tyrese Haliburton will 
win the MVP.

Winner: Indiana Pac-
ers

Winner of the 2023 
In-Season Tourna-
ment: Los Angeles Lak-
ers

So...my predictions 
were right until the fi-
nals.

Why were my predic-
tions wrong in the fi-
nals?

First, I didn’t account 
for the Lakers’ defense. 
The Pacers have a rel-
atively small starting 
five, and the gigantic 
Lakers’ defense was 
too much for them. An-
thony Davis was a beast 
throughout the game, 
ending with 41 points 
and 20 rebounds while 
playing an incredible 41 
minutes. Austin Reaves 

NBA In-Season Tournament Predictions and Analysis

ZACHARY YUAN

The NBA In-Season Tournament lasts from November 3 to December 9.

Continued on Page 5
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In-Season Tournament Predictions

balled out in the first 
half with 22 points, 
and Lebron James was 
still as strong as ever 
at 38 years old, with 
24 points and 11 re-
bounds. The Lakers’ 
strategy throughout 
the game was to dou-
ble-team Tyrese Hali-
burton. They were also 
lucky, as the Pacers 
couldn’t knock down 
crucial threes in the 
fourth quarter. When 
looking at the Lakers 
floor, it was signifi-
cantly bigger than the 
Pacers, with the Lakers 

playing both 6’10” Da-
vis and 6’7” Cam Red-
dish. After Myles Turn-
er fouled out for the 
Pacers with 7 minutes 
to go, the only spark 
in the team was T.J. 
McConnell and Tyrese 
Haliburton. Just to 
show how the Laker’s 
defense has affected 
the Pacers, the Pacers 
have scored at least 104 
points in every game 
they’ve played this sea-
son and 105 in every 
game Tyrese Halibur-
ton has played. With a 
little less than three 
minutes remaining, the 
Lakers have held them 
to 99. And even though 
they scored 109 points 

in the end, this was the 
best defense that any-
one has played against 
the Pacers so far this 
season. The Lakers 
have put an end to the 
fairytale run of the 
Pacers, winning the in-
augural NBA Cup, and 
I guess the Pacers will 
have to continue wait-
ing for their first-ever 
trophy. 

Also, I wanted to 
point out that James 
won the In-Season 
tournament MVP. I re-
spect that, but I would 
have loved to see Davis 
win the MVP instead, as 
without him, the Lak-
ers could have never 
overcome the Pacers.
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Is Shohei Ohtani Worth $700 Million? 

On December 9th, 
2023, Shohei Ohtani an-
nounced via Instagram a 
record-breaking 10-year 
contract with the Los 
Angeles Dodgers for a 
whopping $700 million 
dollars. Another surpris-
ing element of this con-
tract was that $680 mil-
lion of that $700 million 
was deferred until ten 
years later. 

Before determining if 
the contract was worth 
it or not, we must com-
pare it with other deals. 
According to the Rich-
est Contracts in all of 
Sports. Shohei Ohtani 
leads this list with a 
comfortable $26 Mil-
lion. Of those contracts, 
you can see that most of 
them are from soccer: 
superstars like Lionel 
Messi, Kareem Benze-
ma, and Christiano Ron-
aldo. Another list, the 
Biggest North American 
Contracts, states that 
Ohtani leads the 2nd 
biggest contract, Kan-
sas City Chiefs quarter-
back Patrick Mahomes’ 
10-year $500 million, by 
a cool $200 million. Fi-
nally, in the Biggest MLB 
Contracts ever, you can 
see that he leads that 
list by $280 million.  

What does Shohei 
Ohtani bring to the ta-
ble? First of all, he’s a 
monster on offense. 
This season, he won the 
American League MVP, 
with dominating stats 
such as a .304 batting 
average, 44 home runs, 
and a league-leading 
1.066 OPS. This alone 
would have gotten him a 
large sum of money, but 

he has more in store; he 
pitches and pitches well. 
In his last full season of 
pitching, he recorded 15 
wins and 9 losses with a 
2.33 era and 1.01 WHIP. 
This season, though in-
jury-riddled and cut-
short, he recorded 10 
wins, and 5 losses, with 
a 3.14 era and 1.06 WHIP. 
Third, and quite under-
rated, is the influence 
he brings. As a Japanese 
player, he brings the en-
tirety of not just Japan, 
which has 21.26 million 
active viewers, but most 
of Asia’s interest to the 
Dodgers. Furthermore, 
his ability to be both an 
exceptional hitter and 
batter brings a lot of at-
tention to how he plays, 
but also the team he 
plays. All this combined 
creates a big plus factor 
for the Dodgers organi-
zation. 

However, it’s not all 
smooth sailing. There 
are still certain uncer-
tainties that should be 
considered. First off, 
his injury history. Of the 
last 5 years he played, he 
tore his UCL (Ulnar Col-
lateral Ligament) twice 
while also receiving one 
of the most degrading 
surgeries in the Tommy 
John Surgery. He is also 
not expected to be able 
to pitch until the 2025 
season due to current 
arm injuries. Another 
aspect we must factor 
in is his age. Ohtani is 
currently 29 years old. 
That means his contract 
will end at age 39. Who 
knows the production 
he will be able to main-
tain by then? An exam-
ple of a failed contract 
due to age is that of 
Albert Pujols. His age 

caught up to him, and 
he lost against time. Fur-
thermore, pitching and 
batting simultaneously 
will only deter him from 
maintaining constant 
production. 

So, what would be an 
acceptable and reason-
able contract? In my 
opinion, it is inevitable 
that the deal would be 
unprecedented. But 
with age and toll in con-
sideration, a length of 
8 years would be ac-
ceptable. The trend of 
the MLB players sign-
ing lengthy contracts, 
8 years, does not seem 
too over-the-top. Also, 
$70 million a year would 
be a stretch. An annu-
al salary of $60 million 
would be alright. Thus, 

creating an 8-year $480 
million contract.  

Finally, going back to 
the deferral on his cur-
rent contract, the one 
that pays him $680 mil-
lion over the span of 
the ten years after his 
ten-year contract, there 
are some interesting 
aspects to it. One may 
ask, why would Ohtani 
and the Dodgers agree 
on this crazy clause? 
This clause is, in fact, a 
win-win deal. The Dodg-
ers get to save money, 
a massive $68 million, 
and can splurge on oth-
er superstars. Also, the 
remaining $680 mil-
lion is without interest, 
meaning the value will 
go down quite a bit. For 
Ohtani, getting his $680 

million later, although 
with inflation, is also 
quite beneficial. Peo-
ple may ask, is $2 mil-
lion a year not too lit-
tle for his MVP caliber 
production? However, 
Ohtani also gets tens of 
millions from endorse-
ments alone, so no wor-
ries there. But why take 
the money later? This is 
because, by the time he 
takes the $680 million, 
he’ll most likely be re-
tired and living in Japan, 
where no US state tax or 
federal tax applies. For 
Ohtani, that value is ac-
tually much more worth 
it.  

TEO CHOI 

Shohei Ohtani (left) conversing with new teammate Mookie Betts (right) after Ohtani gets on base. 
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UC Berkeley Wins NCAA Men’s D1 
Water Polo Championship Over UCLA

In a thrilling display of 
skill and determination, 
the University of Califor-
nia, Berkeley, emerged 
victorious in the NCAA 
Division I water polo 
championship against 
UCLA. The highly antici-
pated match showcased 
the talent and resilience 
of both teams, but ulti-
mately, it was the Golden 
Bears who claimed the 
title. 

UC Berkeley’s water 
polo team, known for 
their strategic prowess 
and cohesive teamwork, 
as well as key players 
like Nikolaos Papaniko-
laou and Max Casabella, 
demonstrated their dom-
inance throughout the 
championship game. 
The players exhibited 
exceptional agility and 
precision in the water, 

maneuvering past their 
opponents with remark-
able skill. The champi-
onship clash reached 
its peak in the f inal mo-
ments as both teams 
fought their hardest for 
the title. The tension in 
the arena was intense, 
with fans on the edge of 
their seats while players 
were trying to best each 
other. In a heart-stopping 
turn of events, Berke-
ley secured a decisive 
goal, unleashing triumph 
among their players and 
fans alike. 

The Golden Bears’ cel-
ebration marked the cul-
mination of a season-long 
journey f illed with hard 
work, dedication, and 
unyielding spirit. This 
victory for UC Berkeley 
was not just a triumph for 
the players and coaching 
staff; it was a testament 
to the university’s com-
mitment to excellence 
in sports. The water polo 

championship win solid-
if ied Berkeley’s status 
as a powerhouse in col-
legiate athletics, adding 
another illustrious chap-
ter to the university’s 
storied history. As the 
cheers of victory echoed 
through the arena, UC 
Berkeley’s water polo 

team basked in the glo-
ry of their achievement. 
The championship win 
not only showcased their 
athletic prowess but also 
served as a source of in-
spiration for aspiring 
athletes within the uni-
versity and beyond. The 
Golden Bears’ triumph 

in the NCAA Division I 
water polo champion-
ship will undoubtedly be 
marked in the archive of 
sports history, showcas-
ing the indomitable will 
and spirit of UC Berke-
ley’s athletes.

JEFFREY LIM

UC Berkeley wins third straight NCAA Men’s Water Polo Championship.

The NBA’s Best Starting Five May Not Be Who You Think

What makes a strong 
NBA team? Well, that’s not 
a very simple question to 
answer. In fact, I would go 
as far as saying that there 
are several key compo-
nents to a championship 
roster: chemistry, good 
coaching, as well as a con-
structed offensive and 
defensive scheme, and 
even a little luck. However, 
above all is a starting five 
that is nothing short of 
symphonic. A harmony of 
players that mixes togeth-
er talent, experience, and 
playing roles that need to 
be filled. I closely exam-
ined each and every NBA 
team in this 2023 to 2024 
season, and I can tell you 
with 100 percent certain-
ty that I found my pick.

The best place to start 

would be with our hon-
orable mention — a team 
that shows a lot of poten-
tial but doesn’t quite have 
it figured out yet. For this, 
the New Orleans Pelicans 
(NOLA) fit the bill. Start-
ing things with NOLA, they 
have a great core of guys. 
Zion Willamson has finally 
decided to play basketball 
and is doing very well, av-
eraging 22-5-5 with fairly 
good efficiency. Coming 
off the trade with the Port-
land Trail Blazers, C.J. Mc-
Collum is having one of his 
best seasons to date, with 
increases in assists, re-
bounds and steals by good 
margins and consistency 
in scoring. Herbert Jones 
and Jonas Valencunis are 
also very solid role play-
ers who will occasionally 
step up and consistently 
carry their weight. Bring-
ing it all together is all-
star and most improved 
player Brandon Ingram, 

having so far his greatest 
season to date averaging 
23-5-5. So, where do these 
guys go wrong? They 
seem to really have it to-
gether until taking a clos-
er look. I’m not the first to 
say that Zion looks like a 
shell of his collegiate self. 
His double chins are near-
ing the double digits, and 
although stats back him 
up, it looks like he strug-
gles to get up and down 
the court, rarely seeing 
any bursts of athleticism 
on the offensive and de-
fensive end. In addition, 
McCollum suffered a lung 
injury and missed extend-
ed time, only making his 
return recently, which 
halted their offense quite 
a bit. He is also having 
efficiency issues, with 
McCollum being 40 per-
cent from the field and 
36 percent from beyond 
the arc. All that being said, 
the blueprint is laid out, 

and I can see the current-
ly ninth seeded Pelicans 
climb back up to seven or 
sixth — potentially making 
deep runs in the future.

Before moving on to 
the best starting five in 
the league, it’s worth men-
tioning the Los Angeles 
Clippers. If you told me 
in 2017 that James Hard-
en, Russell Westbrook, 
Kawhi Leonard, and Paul 
George would be on the 
same team, I would’ve 
questioned your reason-
ing. But alas, it’s 2023, and 
we’re seeing this roster 
straight from 2K come 
to fruition. Now the glar-
ing drawback is that all 
of these players are ball 
dominant shooting guards 
or small forwards who are 
way beyond their primes. 
But let this still serve as 
living proof that anything 
is possible.

Now, after reviewing 
each of the top teams in 
the league, the best start-
ing five in the NBA is the 
Boston Celtics. Even if you 
don’t consider yourself a 
big NBA fan, it shouldn’t 
be much of a surprise. The 
team has no weaknesses. 
MVP caliber player Jason 
Tatum coupled with all-
star Jaylen Brown, have 
been one of the most high 
scoring and electrifying 
duos in the NBA, and their 
chemistry on the court is 
very evident. New addi-
tions Kristaps Porzingus 
and Jrue Holiday comple-
ment the lineup and each 
other perfectly. Kristaps 
Porzingus lives up to his 
nickname “the Unicorn ‘’ 
not only for his towering 
figure but his distinctive 
playstyle. Averaging 19-
6-2 with 55 percent from 

the field, Jrue Holiday is 
also the best perimeter 
defender in the league 
right now and an absolute 
necessity to any cham-
pionship roster. He did it 
with Giannis, and it seems 
history is bound to repeat 
itself, as he’s averaging 13-
7-5 with a steal and a block 
a game. 

Furthermore, Derrick 
White is an underrated 
role player who has shown 
several times that he can 
step up, averaging nearly 
50 percent from the three 
on multiple instances. 
While Jayson Tatum con-
tinues to show improve-
ment with an average of 
28-9-4, he hasn’t quite 
grasped the champion-
ship trophy yet. Along the 
same lines, Jaylen Brown 
is an excellent second op-
tion averaging 22-5-3, but 
has failed to win a champi-
onship.

Despite this, not much 
else can be said against 
this Celtics team. On pa-
per, they have it all this 
year. Talent, chemistry, 
and a flawless balance of 
playstyles and skillsets. 
However, one issue that 
the Celtics need to over-
come to make the final 
push for gold is efficien-
cy. No player is averag-
ing more than 60 percent 
true shooting percent-
age, an advanced statis-
tic that measures a play-
er’s efficiency. But time 
and time again, the NBA 
shows that simply having 
the numbers on your side 
isn’t enough, and although 
Boston is No.1 in the East 
at 16-5, only time will tell 
if they can finally bring it 
home in the postseason.

BEN DEGANI

The Boston Celtics’ starting five for the 2023-24 NBA Season.
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European Championship 2024 Group Predictions

With the upcoming Eu-
ropean Championships 
in six months, it is that 
time again. The predic-
tions. A time when peo-
ple try and give their take 
on what the outcome of 
the tournament will be 
in the end. Some obvi-
ous takes, some contro-
versial takes, and some 
outright ridiculous takes 
will always come up, but 
I will try to come up with 
something that will hope-
fully make some sense. 

 
Group A: Germany, 

Hungary, Scotland, Swit-
zerland

With the German hosts 
gaining instant qualifi-
cation, they have been 
drawn in Group A along-
side a quite competi-
tive group with Hungary, 
Scotland, and Switzer-
land. Germany should be 
the clear favorite to go 
top in this group; howev-
er, a question for second 
place can be any one of 
these other countries.

Scotland had an in-
credible qualifying cam-
paign, with Scott Mcto-
minay leading the way to 
make qualification. Hun-
gary took first in their 
group, and the Swiss took 
second under Romania. 
I think it will go down to 
the wire, but I will back 
Scotland to make it out 
of the group. They fought 
off Norway with Erling 
Haaland and Martin Ode-
gaard to qualify and only 

got second to Spain.
Prediction: 1. Germany 

2. Scotland 3. Hungary 4. 
Switzerland

Group B: Spain, Alba-
nia, Croatia, Italy

         
Certainly living up to 

its name, the “Group of 
Death,” it consists of the 
powerhouse countries of 
Spain, Croatia, and Italy. 
Albania has qualified for 
their first-ever Euros, and 
it is quite unfortunate to 
end up in a group like this.

Croatia has been ex-
cellent in recent times, 
with a third-place finish 
in this last World Cup and 
runners-up in the UEFA 
Nations League, losing 
to fellow group mem-
ber Spain. Spain has an 
incredible young squad 
filled with stamina and 
creativity, so I’m going 
to say they will top the 
group. Second place is a 
lot more difficult, but I 
think Croatia have that 
sort of spark in their 
team. They got second 
in their group, one point 
behind an underdog Tur-
key, while Italy barely 
scraped by on goal differ-
ence against Ukraine in 
the qualifiers. It is worth 
mentioning Italy and 
Ukraine played each oth-
er in the last match of the 
qualifiers, where Ukraine 
was not given a penalty in 
the last moments of the 
game. Additionally, Cro-
atia has that experience 
throughout their squad, 
so I think they will make 
it through and knock out 
the current champions.

Prediction: 1. Spain 2. 
Croatia 3. Italy 4. Albania

Group C: England, 
Denmark, Slovenia, Ser-
bia

         
Another talent-filled 

group, with last year’s 
runners-ups England, 
a Denmark team that 
reached the semi-finals 
of the last Euros, and a 
star-studded Slovenia 
and Serbia squad. 

I think undoubtedly En-
gland should go top, as 
they are one of the heavy 
favorites going into this 
tournament, and I think 
second place also seems 
pretty obvious. The Den-
mark team that was once 
semi-finalists is far from 
what they are now. They 
are an aging team and no 
longer have it in them to 
win. Additionally, I just 
don’t think Slovenia has 
enough to cause an upset 

and go through against 
a rising Serbia team. A 
strike partnership of 
Alexsandar Mitrovic and 
Dusan Vlahovic seems 
unstoppable, and they 
are surrounded by an in-
credible midfield with 
the likes of Dusan Tadic 
and Filip Kostic.

Prediction: 1. England 
2. Serbia 3. Slovenia 4. 
Denmark

Group D: France, 
Austria, Netherlands, Po-
land/Wales/Finland/Esto-
nia

         
These last three groups 

haven’t been decided yet 
because there are play-
off qualifications still left 
to go, but it doesn’t look 
like it will affect Group 
D, as all of the countries 
that could qualify don’t 
inspire me too much.

France, who were 2022 
World Cup finalists, will 

definitely go top, and 
World Cup quarter-final-
ists Netherlands will be 
behind them, as they only 
lost out of penalties to 
the eventual winner Ar-
gentina. Out of the four 
teams that could qualify, 
I don’t think any of them 
have a chance of moving 
on past the group stage, 
so this group turned out 
to be fairly simple, as 
Austria doesn’t have the 
squad depth that France 
and the Netherlands have.

Prediction: 1. France 2. 
Netherlands 3. Austria 4. 
Poland/Wales/Finland/Es-
tonia

Group E: Belgium, Ro-
mania, Slovakia, Bosnia/
Ukraine/Israel/Iceland

         

NAREK HAMBARDZUMYAN

Superstar Juan Soto Traded To New York Yankees

After an MLB Insider 
reporter leaked a trade 
that included many 
Yankees players in ex-
change for superstars 
Juan Soto and Trent 
Grisham, the base-
ball world immediate-
ly took all attention 
off Shohei Ohtani and 
Yoshinobu Yamamoto. 
The trade for young 
Soto was a long-time 
goal of the Yankees, 
and it just took a disap-
pointing season from 
both the San Diego Pa-
dres and the Yankees to 
incentivize the trade. 

The trade involved 
five pitchers from 
the Yankees, in-
cluding MLB’s No. 
99 prospect Drew 
Thorpe. This trade im-
mediately affects the 
Yankees’ lineup, adding 

a much-needed lefty 
power hitter to take 
advantage of Yankee 
Stadium’s short right 
field, which gives left-
ies a huge advantage. 
Along with the new 
Alex Verdugo trade, 
the top of their lineup 
looks much more pow-
erful than in previous 
years: Gleyber Torres, 
then Juan Soto, then 
Aaron Judge. MLB.com 
named this trio the 
4th best in the major 
leagues. This new team 
is now one of the few 
that could compete 
with Ohtani and Bett’s 
LA Dodgers. 

Now, what this trade 
means for the Padres is 
uncertain. After a huge 
disappointment of a 
season last year, the Pa-
dres must rethink their 
strategy. Free agent ad-
ditions such as Cody 
Bellinger would still be 
possible after the se-

vere decline in market 
cap usage. This trade is 
still bad news for the 
Padres as they have 
lost a Hall-of-Fame cal-
iber hitter. This being 
said, the move is very 

beneficial to the Yan-
kees. Their odds of 
winning the American 
League pennant more 
than doubled. As long 
as Carlos Rodon pitch-
es the way we know he 

can, and the Yankees 
lineup stays healthy, 
we could easily see a 
pennant winning team. 
This team is unstoppa-
ble while healthy.

 

SEBASTIÁN VERMUT

Juan Soto in a Yankees Uniform.

Continued on Page 10



Kevin Durant Enters Top 10 All-Time Scoring List

There have been doz-
ens, hundreds even, of 
amazing scorers in the 
history of the NBA, but 
only a few have been able 
to keep up that produc-
tion over the course of a 
long career. That is what 
makes the NBA’s all-time 
scoring list such an ac-
complishment; it distin-
guishes the great scorers 
from the transcendent 
ones.

A trend you notice 
when looking at a sample 
of the top 15 scorers in 
the NBA is that all but two 
were all-around players 
rather than just dynamic 
scorers. Inevitably, a play-
er’s scoring ability will 
decline as they get up in 
age and pass their prime, 
so in order to stay in star-
ring roles, players with in-
credible longevity need 
to have all-around games. 
Take Carmelo Anthony 
as an example; he main-
tained his scoring ability 

for an extra long time, so 
he finds himself ninth all-
time on this list, but right 
as his scoring was not at a 
superstar level, he flared 
out of the NBA. A player 
who only offers scoring 
to a team is not a valu-
able player unless their 
scoring can make up for 
all of their other faults. 
This is what makes enter-
ing the top ten all-time 
scorers magical. The all-
time scoring list is more 
than an indication of all-
time scorers, it is an in-
dication of the greatest 
players of all time. 

Kevin Durant passed 
Moses Malone in a 119-
111 loss to the Denver 
Nuggets to enter the top 
ten. He scored a little less 
than 50 percent of his 
points with the Thunder 
and has scored the rest 
with the Warriors, Nets, 
and Suns. Durant is argu-
ably the NBA’s most dy-
namic scorer of all time, 
scoring from all three 
levels at nearly seven feet 
tall. He is a trailblazer for 
the next generation of 

basketball, with more tall 
players with guard skills 
entering the NBA every 
year. 

The question is, how 
far can Durant take this? 
He has dealt with injuries 
throughout his career, 
notably a broken foot and 
torn Achilles, so it is hard 
to imagine that he will 

play until his early 40s. 
However, Durant is quot-
ed saying, “I want to play 
until I can’t no more,” so 
he clearly has no inten-
tion of retiring at his cur-
rent age of 35. Durant’s 
best year saw him score 
2600 points, but now, 
with injuries, those years 
are far behind him. A fair 

projection of around 
1500 points for five to six 
more years could boost 
him into the top five and 
maybe even challenge 
Karl Malone for that third 
spot. 

HARRY MURPHY

Kevin Durant is a two-time NBA Champion and one-time MVP.
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What Makes The Browns Defense So Lethal?

Through the first 
fourteen weeks of this 
year’s NFL season, the 
Browns’ defense has 
been dominant. The 
defense’s stoutness 
is the only reason the 
team has stayed above 
a .500 win rate in a sea-
son when a dominant 
offense has been led 
by a multitude of quar-
terbacks. The team 
has hopped from their 
$250 million f lop quar-
terback Deshaun Wat-
son to the 38 year old 

veteran Joe Flacco, 
who they signed right 
off the couch (and has 
actually played just 
f ine). But what makes 
this defense so strong? 
What makes it able to 
allow the lowest num-
ber of yards per game 
in the league, at only 
263.0 yards per game?

The first answer is 
obvious: Myles Gar-
rett. The four-time Pro 
Bowler is a force in his 
own right. His 13 sacks 
place him seventh in 
the league, and his 94.3 
pass rush grade on PFF 
is the best in football. 

His 71.0 run defense 
grade also places him 
in the quartile of edge 
rushers. Garrett is the 
engine of the Brown’s 
solid defensive line. 

But there are other 
massive contributors 
outside of Garrett’s 
success. The Browns 
also hold the title of 
best-passing defense, 
allowing only 159.7 
yards per game and 16 
passing touchdowns. 
While the pass rush 

JOHN MORAN

Myles Garrett is the centerpiece of an outstanding Cleveland Browns defense.

Caleb Williams Expected To 
Go #1 In 2024 NFL Draft

As the 2024 NFL draft 
starts to draw near-
er, many NFL fans, es-
pecially those whose 
teams have struggled 
in this past season, are 
wondering who leads 
the race for the No. 1 
overall pick of the 2024 
draft. The most bla-
tant No. 1 option is the 
University of South-
ern California’s (USC) 
quarterback, Caleb 
Williams. Williams has 
been a consistent big-
play maker for the last 
three years at USC. 
He can run the ball in 
on his own while also 
throwing a seamless 
deep ball. His ability 
to improvise and make 
a play off of the script 
is highly praised and 
demonstrates his read-
iness for the NFL. While 
his nine fumbles in this 
most recent season 
raised concerns about 
his ability to protect 
the ball and take hits, 
his overall track re-
cord with ball security 
has been strong. He is 
one of the strongest 
draft prospects since 
Joe Burrow in 2020 and 
Trevor Lawrence in 

2021. 
While Caleb Williams 

is the obvious answer, 
I’d like to highlight a 
few other standout 
players who are also 
invaluable. Others 
have shown enormous 
upside, such as Marvin 
Harrison Jr., son of for-
mer Colts legend Mar-
vin Harrison Sr., who is 
a star wide receiver for 
the Ohio State Buck-
eyes. He earned the 
2023 “Big Ten Offen-
sive Player of the Year” 
and was just the third 
wide receiver ever to 
win the award. Stand-
ing at 6’4”, 200 pounds, 
he is surprisingly nim-
ble with f lawless route 
running and technique. 
His hands are of WR1 
caliber, and his body 
control allows him to 
make the catch in the 
toughest situations. 

Another top pros-
pect is North Caroli-
na quarterback Drake 
Maye. Maye has shown 
that his arm poten-
tial is at the NFL level, 
slinging hard throws 
with speed and accu-
racy. He is a pure and 
smooth pocket passer 

ZACH GODSEY

Continued on Page 9

Continued on Page 10
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Tottenham Hotspur Fall to Fifth Place in the 
Premier League After Loss Against West Ham 

Following the conclu-
sion of Matchweek 10 on 
October 29, Tottenham 
Hotspur were two points 
clear of Arsenal and Man-
chester City at the top of 
the Premier League. Six 
games later, they have 
fallen to fifth place. Dis-
appointing losses against 
Chelsea, Wolves, Aston 
Villa, and West Ham have 
resulted in the Spurs 
taking only four points 
from a possible 18. These 
points came from their 
3-3 draw against Man-
chester City and 4-1 win 
over Newcastle. Over this 
poor stretch, the team 
set an unwanted record. 
They became the first in 
Premier League history 
to lose three consecu-
tive home games despite 
having a 1-0 lead in each 
match. 

Their sudden downfall 

can be attributed to long-
term injuries to key play-
ers. Their current injured 
list includes Ivan Perisic, 
James Maddison, Rodri-
go Bentancur, Micky van 
de Ven, Ryan Sesessgon, 
Eric Dier, and more. Many 
of these players became 
key starters for Spurs 
over the early part of the 
season, such as James 
Maddison, who provided 
eight goal contributions 
in 11 games before suf-
fering a severe ankle inju-
ry. Micky van de Ven was 
also having a stellar sea-
son, quickly becoming 
one of the first names in 
the starting XI following 
his move from Wolfsburg 
in Germany. These inju-
ries forced the Spurs to 
field an unfamiliar team 
that lacked conviction 
and chemistry. The spon-
taneous combination of 
inexperienced players 
like Destiny Udogie and 
Brennan Johnson, age 
21 and 22, respectively, 

mixed with older players 
like Ben Davies, led to a 
team that desperately 
needed familiarity and 
identity.

Moving ahead, Spurs 
and their fans can look 

forward to the return of 
Maddison and van de Ven, 
who are both expected 
to return shortly into 
the new year. Consider-
ing the returns of these 
players along with their 

current position in the 
table, the team should re-
main hopeful about their 
chances of competing 
for a Champions League 
spot and potential Pre-
mier League title.

ALEX LEE

Tottenham are the first team in Premier League history to score the first goal in five successive matches 
without winning any of them.

PWHL League To Feature Canadian and American Teams

In late June of 2023, 
the PHF (Premier Hock-
ey Federation) and the 
PWHPA (Professional 
Women’s Hockey Play-
ers Association) came 
together to form a 
new league, the PWHL 
(Professional Wom-
en’s Hockey League). 
This union was formed 
by the two competing 
women’s leagues under 
multiple ownerships, 
including tennis legend 
Billie Jean King.

The new league will 
begin with six original 
franchises, located in 
Boston, Minneapolis St-
paul, New York, Montre-
al, Toronto, and Ottawa. 
While a single league 
has many positive con-
notations, professional 
women’s hockey is go-
ing from ten teams be-
tween two leagues to 
six teams overall. All of 
the PHF contracts were 
voided, and player rep-

resentation comes ex-
clusively from former 
PWHPA players, 

The league released 
team names but has an-
nounced a reconsider-
ation after backlash. The 
league’s jerseys origi-
nally faced a lot of back-
lash for their simplicity, 
but the league has stat-
ed that they are tempo-
rary for this inaugural 
season. Fans have a lot 
of hope for the league, 
but there is a lot to say 
about the popularity 
of the former PHF fran-
chises. For example, the 
Boston Pride was a pop-
ular team that sold out 
games and had consis-
tent merchandise sales. 
As the PWHL is a merger, 
one might suggest uti-
lizing the fanbase and 
marketing of an already 
popular team that has 
a great name and multi-
ple jerseys.

Before the January 
inauguration, the PWHL 
held scrimmages in 
early December, where 

tickets were sold, and 
rules were tweaked, 
such as penalty kill icing. 
The games have already 
become a hot ticket, as 
Toronto season tickets 
sold out in two days. 
The first game will ring 
in the new year on Jan-
uary 1, 2024, with To-
ronto playing New York. 

A 72-game schedule is 
set from January 2024 
through May 2024, with a 
break in between during 
late March for the World 
Championship. For the 
NHL All-Star weekend in 
Toronto, the league has 
a three-on-three exhibi-
tion game scheduled, as 
well as a match between 

Toronto and Minnesota 
on February 3, 2024. De-
pending on the person, 
a fresh start may or may 
not be what women’s 
hockey needs, but this 
new league will be excit-
ing and hopefully prof-
itable enough to stay in 
one league.

ANNABEL CURRY

Hilary Knight will captain the PWHL Boston women’s team.

What Makes The Browns Defense So Lethal?

of Garrett is a factor, 
Martin Emerson Jr. has 
4 interceptions, and 
Denzel Ward has had a 
similarly strong season 
in his own right. Ward is 
a two-time Pro Bowler 

and is likely to return 
to a high level after bat-
tling injuries last year. 
Greg Newsome II has 
also been a stand-out 
corner.

Finally, their recent 
defensive draft picks 
have been excellent. 

Newsome and Emer-
son Jr. were first round 
and third round picks, 
respectively. Further-
more, safety Grant 
Delpit has been an ex-
cellent addition. These 
draftees, under the 
tutelage of the aggres-

sive defensive coor-
dinator Jim Schwartz, 
have created a young, 
powerful defense.

The Browns have 
been excellent defen-
sively, and it will be 
exciting to watch that 
side of the ball in Cleve-

land as the offense 
languishes. The GOAT 
can’t wait to see what 
Cleveland will cook up 
next. 

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 8
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Euro 2024 Group Predictions

This group is very 
unique, as it doesn’t 
have a clear favorite to 
go through. The Belgium 
squad is aging, but the 
other qualified teams 
don’t necessarily have 
the best squad in terms 
of depth and individual 
quality. The teams that 
have the potential to 
qualify also don’t have 
the experience or quality 
to make it past the group 
stage.

It is hard to say, but I 
think Romania will top 
this group solely be-
cause their qualifying 
run was very good, and 
they definitely have a 
decent chance against 
the other teams in this 
group. I would also think 
that Belgium should get 
second; however, I think 
that Ukraine could get 
second if they qualify be-
cause they have a pretty 
good squad that could 
even get them to that top 
spot. But for the time be-
ing, I will say Romania will 
go first, with Belgium be-
hind them. Slovakia also 

doesn’t have the quality 
of players in their squad 
to go through and com-
pete with the likes of 
France and England.

Prediction: 1. Romania 
2. Belgium 3. Slovakia 4. 
B o s n i a / U k r a i n e / I s r a e l /
Iceland

Group F: Portugal, Tur-
key, Czechia, Georgia/
L u x e m b o u r g / G r e e c e /
Kazakhstan

         This group is fair-
ly easier than the last 
one, with two clear favor-
ites to go through. Turkey 
beat out Croatia to top 

their group, and Portugal 
has been one of the top 
teams in recent years. 
Czechia just doesn’t have 
that type of squad for 
this tournament, which 
was shown through their 
qualifying, where they 
got second to an under-
whelming Albania side, 
and the other teams that 
could qualify don’t have a 
realistic chance. 

The question is for 
first and second place, 
which can go either way. 
I think an upset will hap-
pen, with Turkey going 
top and Portugal coming 
in behind.

Prediction: 1. Turkey 
2. Portugal 3. Czechia 4. 
G e o r g i a / L u x e m b o u r g /
Greece/Kazakhstan

 
Conclusion

These are my predic-
tions for the group stage 
of the upcoming Euros. 
They will draw the knock-
out rounds with the re-
sults from the groups, so 
I can’t predict what will 
happen in the long run, 
so we will just have to 
wait for the summertime.

 

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 7

Caleb Williams To Go #1 In 2024 NFL Draft

who will f it into most 
franchises without a 
problem. Right now, he 
is the only one of these 
three draft prospects 
to have formally de-
clared for the 2024 NFL 
draft. However, it looks 
increasingly likely that 
Caleb Williams will 
declare soon as well. 
Marvin Harrison Jr. ap-
pears to be undecided 
at the moment, still 
waiting to see whether 
he will look to take his 
career to the next level 
in the NFL. 

Given all this talk 

about the No. 1 overall 
draft prospect, it rais-
es the question: what 
team would this play-
er most likely go to? At 
the moment, it looks 
as if the Bears will have 
the No. 1 overall draft 
pick for the 2024 draft. 
While they took quar-
terback Justin Fields 
just three years ago 
with the 11th overall 
pick, he has yet to show 
that he is a good fit for 
the Bears. They have 
also struggled at the 
quarterback position 
with Mitchell Trubisky, 
who was replaced as 
well. This has led to 
many consecutive dis-

appointing seasons for 
the Bears, as they once 
again find themselves 
at the top of the draft 
order. However, may-

be all that they need is 
a big-time playmaker 
who can step up and 
make a change in the 
team for the better, 

leading them to a suc-
cessful season. 

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 8

Caleb Willaims is a capable playmaker who leads the race for the No. 1 overall draft pick. 


